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doel"," in which tlic, 6o:11'<>W'1" who 1>;I;\'c ' sinned arc compelled .. pll 
I'h> I"·"pt.>" lIerc wc mcct, I think for the 
fint tllne, the notion that thc wandering sJliril$ are thmy,," back and forth bet\\ccn sea and land: 

6;.&ip'OII yap "" 1I'0vT0va. 61":"'u 
lt6vros 6'q x6ovO>; oV6c:ts <hTt.rn..at K,".),. 

The comparison of the $Oul's quest for a blCS$Cd immortality to a sea. 
voyage becomes more. frequern later literature, although 11$ origin is 
probably to.bc m, very anCient Egyptian beliefJ.'1 In allrrobabilit

y the comrarlson 110 behllld a beautiful passage in the BtJCchM 0 Euripides 
(tt. 902 ,): 

..:&fl'''>U 1Llv. 65" IK 
1f'J)'t XlillCl. ),1I0Il110: 11' OOXw' 
l\o6ail'''>'' 6: 65" WIpe. 1'6x&..w 
lyMfJ" hfpa 6' htpc<\' (npov 

1<01 6w6I.oI1 

\\ herc the lo'6xeo. are evidently thc lamc as the ....ouo,. m>pIlcn, 'lTMYm 
of the Pluud(). It is pcrhaps most strikingly cxprosed in a passagc from the 
Ffon'f'gi_ of Ve!Uus Valens, a < nco-I'ythagorean' astrologer of the 
second ccntury A.D.," in which he dC5Cribes his own mystic eJ(perience in 
striving to auain 'Iij> 9tij>: oW 1<01 'ITOUl\u yI\v 
6 ,oI'it;wat. l(),'Ii'h">" '11 1<01 t&vWu >«:ml'lnl)S 'lTW.UXPOV!q: m.{pq: tal 
'TTDI'Q'5 61 , 

When Orcstes arrives ill Alhens and coma face 10 face With the 
he loses 110 time in assuring her of his purily (11. 277 f.): 

tyw 6,5ax,""1<; '" ICOItOTS 
1<01 )Jyt." 6ftou I'iOO! 

O"yOv e' 
The ritual associations of his language hne bttn so wdI brought OUt 
by Thomson that it is unnecessary for me 10, d""dJ any funhc:r on 
them. He emphalises his purity once more a few lilies farther on (I. 281): 

ml 6ywU 11:01<<1) K.T.A. 

.. Bur".,. It. lio, /'lW,' Po 20 •• 1>0. "5; 11", .. · 
I'n:tltt,' P. '5', '"" · ...... u" ....... 

" Cp. !l'it • U. pp. 5+t f.; 0' . W. 
AJW.Jj{ ... ,..,,, 1'" --. pp. '5t ')). I. I&...-
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The whole speech is d istinctly uminiJ(:ent of the formul as intended 10 be 
recitro by Ihe Orphic initiate lM:fon: Pc:rxphonc : ~ I 

IPXO\l<ll Ix wli"pc'iw ItCI6a.pO X&o...I(.>1I ~tAr,a. 

TIle resemblance is made: all till: stronger by the presence of H enna in 
the play j indeed it is the only way to aCCOllI~t for that 'pra>ence .. As Orales 
is departing from Delphi 10 begin his y,andcrmgs (I. 89). Apollo bIds Henncs 
accompany him, with these: wonb: 

"Epllfi. ";:\ovOI, ..apTa 6" aw hr~lIV~ TTOIlTTO:ioS" l..tl •. 

At first sight the epithet =0:100; seems to be a vcry ordinJry epithet for 
Herma, who is called 6 nII1Trc.:w in a general sense by Sophoclcs, for 
example. 51 I1 ill all the more striking 10 find that the only other case \I 11I:~e 
the adjective '!fOIn!O:ioS" is applied to Henna. is a passage where he IS 

$imullancously invoked as X6r6vloo; (Sophocles, AJDX, 832): 

KCIA", 6' ~ 
novrralov "Ewii\l X66v1ov rV III KOII.lI= •• 

In that passage he is called on to conduct the soul o f Ajax to its re!lting. 
place in Hades. T h is renders the conclusion very tempting, to say the least 
of ie, that in the E.-vI/idts the epithet 'IIOlrrralo<; is de:libe:ratdy ~hosen 
u amm,uou.. On the one hand, it suggests thc ord inary function of 
Henna .. pkle of Ihe living. O n the other, it recalls to the audience the 
face chat Orata is no ordinary morlal , but, as the Erinyes la ter 011 describe 

;.;; j ~~~"!rC c!:~:~~~:~~~:i~~e t~~~~~~i~hl"k~~l!:. 
aaide vl,,'h, who was. pankularly prominent in the mystic Other-world . 
S. p'. In IUfdy d....-ha the analogy be:I\O~n thc lt~ of Orcs!cs 
andibe'll'" I,oCthelOUl .. :'i"lrat. 

If tU an. Josy hiM' good, the poet's conception of his pIal was cvcn 
h"L' , [ 'h' n it· ",~Ify Ihonght, and his meaning richer and deeper. iSOl 
... 7 t\ LE ~ "lhMic,ute a ._101 ~ old mora l law, a I1C1oO legal procedure 
.......... " '. m ... m,pCl' Slocuon, the law-i;:ourt of Alhcna for the 
pri,!,Hl;'l: rile vl AplIlo, the lCm.td ~CSSQ of the Areopagus for t he 
dnxtfUI phut· .. of an older dilptmallon; he also suggests that d u' re 
it lID ...aIorr bclwtul Alhma'. court, with ib judgment by democra tic 
prua~ .... ~ awful, irrevocable, ~ pronounced by thc ' Olher 
Zc:uI. vllbe UM,_ .~. dUll .. the 1!,ltJate 11 • llavcd ' by producing his m't"pZ"boI vl""I'boa, .:J Orata lI .. vcd by virtue o(his purification 
at " h,.... It .. to be noted that in ncitl:acr cue does purification 

• o.w "'" .... n..I, "-. 0f0L "
...... ,., IV.C. nr_' . • .., ... 

I I 
'~- . I I . 

i I .. AI 'I ' hi la , .. ..... 
~ .. ... , ..... O'C'L,st5: .... .... ~ .... 
.... , , 1,4.". \ ... .u..~o.,t.. 
",'V' :, ..... 

--- --
·~""" C '.v_. ,.: _ .... - --I .. ......... 1" .... 3," ... - ....... 'I~ ..... ,' - _. 

.. , I ~"''''''' '' ! :'" , _ .... _ ' ," ... , ........ . . . . -
! , 4 ;. .~! .. ' 1 lak .... "'~_' 



THE J\1\'STERlF.S AND TIlE ORESTElA 21 

Imnudialt/y confer the longed-for aw1'Tjp[o: ; it merely gives, both to the 
mystic and to Grestes, knowledge of the right way which lead.! to the 
judgment-seat, and thc assurance ofa favourablejudgment. u The effects 
of that /'udgment on Orestes again remind us of mystic ideas. He comes to 
his tria a living dead man; he leaves it reborn (I. 757), declaring himself 
, an Argive again' and thanking Athena, Loxias and Zeus in a speech 
\\ hich three times in eight lines has a reference to oW1'Tjp[a. The notion 
that initiation in the mysteries was equivalent to rebirth was a widespread 
one." The contrast between Orates' state before and after his trial 
seems dearly intended to suggest it. I believe that the ordinary Athenian 
in 458 s.c. was capable of seeing all through the Eununitks the majestic 
comparison between the institutions of his city and the eternal economy 
of the K6aj,lOS which is implied in the echoes of mystic terminology here 
pointed out. 

Unit!t1Sj~ College, 
Dublin . 

.. Cornpo.te On:ws' .. ",do (E..., It. 27&-'179): .... ~.~-"' ... ~.~~-
~'. and the opccch of Apollo ri'ins him his 
di_,iona. will> the i""nKUono on ,be (Old plate 
&un I'c.clia (Kern, 0."" I't., .• p. '04 . no 3' .) 
aDd .. i,h ,he .unil •• docwncn. £n;m Thurii (ihi .• 
po .08, no. 52 f.) whid> .ndo X""f>l. ~. lot ... 
U,".>hl-'i"~ __ '4; ' ,. In 

:M.lCHAEL TlERNEY. 

boIh caoco the ideo. tha. puri/lcalioa ri- ....... 
-. cl '-'"<Cl< is appam>l. 

.. Cp. l)ic •• rich. MWr..Jil.p. P. ,60 ............ 
wj,h ",hom Ni""'" iJ inclined '" "1""". dcni<:l _ 
0011> tOr EJcw,iJ : Nilooon. IN ~ GoIIw"'-, 
j .. A,d,," fo lUliri ...... .:.-Jo.jl, XXXII. '935-
p. 022. n. 2 . 
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