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duce, and that they replied that this they were able to do through the agency of
pointed stones.
I cannot, however, remember whether I asked them how it came
about that they bore no male children.
They further informed me that many years
previously two men of one of the upper Sinaugolo villages lost them8elves while
pig-hunting, and were caught by the women of this village, who treated their two
captives so scandalously that one of them succumbed and that the other escaped in a
condition of extreme debility by crawling away on his hands and kneeH. Next day,
while we were passing along a high ridge, they solemnly pointed out to me a distant
range of hills on which they said the women's village was situated.
On p. 415 Dr. Malinowski states that in conversation with Sinaugolo natives
he received negative answers to all direct questions whether there is anything in
sexual intercourse which induces pregnancy.
Presumably he had not at that time
been in Kiriwina, for he states that "unfortunately"
he made no inquiry of his
informants as to whether there are any Sinaugolo beliefs about the "supernatural
cause of pregnancy."
Perhaps he regarded the information at that time with much
the same kind of thoughtless levity as that in which I listened to the story of the
male-less village.
F. R. BARTON.
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infusion of Piper
(Menschl. Genussmittel, pp. 500-503) covers an area extending from
130° E. Long. to 145° W. Long. and from 30° S. Lat. to 16° N. Lat.
Mr. Drake
del Castillo says (Fl. Polyn. Fran9., p. 165) that it occurs spontaneously nnd as a
cultivated plant in the Society and the Marquesas Islands.
But it has to be kept
in mind that such a plant may be spontaneous without being necessarily native,
and there is no record save that of Drake as to its having been found in a wild
state.
Hillebrand (Fl. Hawaii. Isl., p. 417) definitely states that it has not been
observed in a spontaneous condition in the Sandwich Islands, and B. Seeman (Fl. Vit.,
p. 260) also speaks of it as if it were only a cultivated plant in Fiji.
In an
interesting note on the plant Seeman says that kava is not known in those islands
which are inhabited by Papuans.
The use of betel is evidently, so far as India is concerned, traceable to a
Malayan origin.
Sir George Watt ( Commerc. Prod. India, p. 891) has ventured to
suggest that it is perhaps a native of Java, and Hartwich (Mensch[. Genussmittel,
p. 531) has mentioned some evidence in favour of that theory.
But from what is
known of other economic plants, e.g., the Pomelo, which came to India from Java,
and is still on this account termed by the people of Bengal the Batavi Limbu, i.e.,
the "Ja van Lemon," this is doubtful.
Konigsberger (in a Jetter to Chibber, quoted
in a recent number of the Linnean Society's Journal, Vol. xii, p. 357) denies the claim
of Piper Beile to be a wild plant in Java.
However, according to Konigsberger,
P. Beile is wild in Celebes, and probably also wild in the Moluccas.
This is interesting, since Celebes and the Moluccas lie east of the '' Wallace Line," and, from
the botanical standpoint, all eitst of the Wallace Line is Papnasia, though it is
more usual to consider Celebes and the Moluccas as integral portions of Malasia .
.Briefly, the conclusion from the facts available would be that betel (Piper Betle)
is of Papuasian origin and that its use has spread westward to Malaya proper, and
from Malaya proper to India; while kava (Piper methysticum) iB of extra-Papuasian
origin, though where outside Papuasia that origm is to be sought is not certain.
The chances are Polynesia somewhere-one
cannot say more at present.
D. PRAIN.
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