
CoPEJA v. /f !., l'J2j 
In colorati on this specimen mon' closely resemb les 

th e lighter forms of A. pt<khra from the southe rn 
part of California (Museum of Verteb rate Zoology 
collec:tion). In life it was notably silver and not black 
or eve n dark. The dorsa l line of dar k color is one 
scale wide while the la tera l lines vary from several 
wide at the head to two for th e greater length of the 
body. Some of the measurements are : length from 
head to anus 6o mm., width of head 4 mm .. width 
of the body3 .5 mm . taken at appro ximatt ly 1.5cm . 
poster ior to th e hod, length of ta il about :14 mm., 
the end waa broken off but a,a\·ed. lb e scales are so 
very tiny tha t it is extremely difficult to count th e 
scale rows. T ht scales on the htad conttpond in 
numbe r and ar rangemen t to Van Denbuq;:h's de­
script ion of t he genus. 

T his lizard is no dou bt an immature of A. niira 
but due to scan t compara ti\·e mau ·rial it is impossible 
to be certain . All specimc:ns of both species at hand 
are more than twiCt" the length of this one. The very 
light colorat ion may well be due to age, since only 
A . niira has been reponed from th e Montere y penin­
sula. 

M. E. MuSCRAV£ 
U.S. Dq,t . ef A vic,./11n-r 

Burtau of h ioloiico.l SMruy 

BUFO AL YA RIUS, A POISOKOUS TOAD 
Althou1:h I ha\·e been inti mat ely acquainted wit h 

toodso f thi sspi:citt for th e past ten or twelve yeart 
and have at various times hand led them and carried 
th em abo ut in my car, it was not unti l the evening of 
Septembe r 1, 19i8, that I real ized what a dangeroua 
amphibianHu/ oakariuscou ldrea llybe uponoccaaio n. 

Just about sundoll:n of that e\·ening I was looking 
over a planl ing in the front of our home when I d ie­
oov<:re<l a large green toad in a standpipe used for 
irrigation purposes I lifted the big fellow out and 

'"' 



dropped him over the side. Our little wire haired fox 
terri er , standing nearby made a dash at the toad, but 
I spoke to her and she stepped back. Immediately 
th e toad swelled himself up, hissed at the dog and 
hopped a little way toward her. That was too much , 
the dog immediately grabbed him and in one shake 
th e toad was dead. I was leaningnverthestandpipe 
and my face was perhaps four or five feet from the 
toad while she was shaking it. 

About this time a large police dog that is a visitor 
atourhomeranupandtouchedhisnos,etothetoad; 
thelittleterriersnat ched itaway. I thought no more 
ofitand startedba cktot hehouse,thebigpo!i ce 
dog following. He had gone no more than a hundred 
feet when his front legs crumpled under him and he 
pitched forward. However, he gathered himself and 
then tipped backward s, his legs and body being 
paralyzed. 

Immediately I realized that somethin11: was wrong 
and looking over to where the little terrier had been 
I saw her lying on the ground with her feet crumpled 
underherandherfaceinthedirt . lr anoverand 
pickedherupandfoundthatshehadfallen onto p of 
the toad as she ""as carrying it. I fell her heart and 
found the action slow, and although she gasped and 
did her best, shecouldgetnoairintoherlungs. 
Within two or three minutes from the time she first 
bit the toad she dif'd. Immediately afte r death , 
bloody[oamoozedfromherm outhandn os.e. 

About that time I became very sick myself, my 

~e:11,; ;sc:: );1;'.'1i!tg~ff~~t:!~:e ~=:h:/i~u'i~~~.n!si ~ 
wanted to walk and keep walking. I took a largedos.e 
of warm Mlt water and after disgorging what [ had in 
my stomach I felt better. However, the effects did 
not wear off for about thirty minutes. T he old police 
dogalsorevi vedi naboutthreequart ersofanhour . 

I do not know whether I got th e effects of the 
poison while leaning over the standpipe or while 
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working with the litt le dog,as l pried her mouth open 
and tried to get salt water down her. I did not detect 
an y odor wha tsoever. I am quite 5ure that I did not 
get the poison from the toad before the dog at tac ked 
it, a lthough l did liftit with myhand, butt his lhave 
done on many occasions before without experiencing 
any trouble. I also handled with no ill effect , a toad 

~: m~1:::tru~ C:/ hvJa: h~~!!! ~: D~tc~o the Bureau 
Recently I have had a communication from Miss 

May Noble, who lives in Phoenix and who within the 
past few day!! has had a similar experience. Her 
Pekinese dog seized one of thl!$e green toads but 
Miss Nnble got it awa y from the dog before he had 
hurt it to any great extent . However, the dog soon 
became para lyzed and Miss Noble called two veteri­
narians, one of whom seemed to know nothing of the 
effccts ofth at sort ofpo i!!Oning, but theo thcrsaidit 
was not uncommon in th is valley. J\fo;$ Noble in• 
forms me that she used ammonia with good results 
and that the dog recovered within an hour after it 
had gotten the poi$on. This dog, however, did not 
punct ure the skin oft hetoa d, only picking it up. 

Ju st how the poison acts ldo oot know. My theory 
is that it is a gland secret ion thrown out by the toad 
through tiny vent s. Whet her it forms a gas or an 
impercept ible spray, it comes in contac t with the 
mucous membra nes of the body and seems to do its 
dead ly work then. 

M. E. MuSGu.va 
U. S . Dept. of A gric..Uure, 

Burtciuo/ B iOWgicaJSuTV<!)'. 

My own observa tions gath ered from having kept 
two sped mens of B ufo alw ri uJ in captivity prove that 
they make harm le,is and interes ting pe ts . I have 
never seen any secretionofsl in,e from the skin glands, 
although I have often resorted to forcible feeding 
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when my toad s' appetites were a littl e sluggish . Evi:n 
the process of prying open their jaws and stuffing in 
angle worms or meat brought abou t no exudation of 
poison; therefor e it must be only under the severest 
phy sicalstressofdangerorpainthattheglands 
become active. The second individual which Mr. 
Musgrav e sent a live to the Biological Survey is now 
in mypo8Session. It seems quite satisfied tobe kept 
inalargewocxlentubcontainin g aninchort,,,oof 
water. When touchedo revenwhenitheananoise 
near its tub , it inHates to a remarkable degree and 
remain s inthi seo nditionforsometime . 

In Dr. Tracy Storer' s book "A Synopsis of the 
Amphibia of California" (Univ. California Puhl. Zool., 
Vol. 27, 1925), some brief notes a re given on the life 
historyofthistoad,thc largest species occurring 
north of Mexico, and one of the least known of all 
our North Americao amphibiaos. It s semi-aquatic 
habi ts restrict it tn plaa,s where the water supp ly is 
constant . Irri gation ditche s in southern Arizona and 
!IOutheastern California prnvide ideal breeding places 
for it, and the young toads are said to develop from 
theeg gs ta geinamnn th' stime. 

Do1us M. COCHIIAN 
U. S. Nalional Mumm, 

AMPHIB IAN S AND REPTILES OBSERVED 
IN THE PALISADES INTERST ATE PARK, 

NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY 
ThewriterspentJulyand August, 1923,in the Boy 

Scout camp at the Kanohwahkc Lakes in the Bear 
Mountain - Harriman Section of the Palisades Inter­
stat e Park, New York, doing nature study work. 
Some time was available for collecting and a fairly 
representativ e list of the herpetological fauna was 
prcparnl. With this was incorporated the work done 
in the summer of 1922 by Mr. Alvah C. Bessie and a ,~, 




