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Tbe. Arts and Crafts of India. Summary of a lecture ddiwred before the Society by Shrimali 
Komalam, M.A., on 18th April, 1939. 

Th e lecturer dealt with the work of the Rabindranath Tagore School, a college esta blished 
for the purpose of re-awakening interest in the ancient arts and crafts of lndia. She described 
the murals in old temples, the techniques of making beautiful cloths, the development of 
th e architectural sty le of the Hindus, and many other interesting phases of the highly 
developed artistic life of the Indian people. A general description was given of the racial and 
cultural groups in India, and of their social and economic life. The lecture was illustrated 
with lant ern slides and an exhibit of specimens. 

Anciait Ships. Summary of a l«lure delivered before the Society by Mr. T. H. Silk, M.I.C.A ., 
M.l.N.A .• M.l.E .• on 16th May. 1939. 

The annals of sbiJrb uilding were badly kept until quite recent times. Drawings and 
paintings are inaccurate, with th e exception of Egyptian drawings. A floating tree trunk 
probably gave man his first ideas about ships. Many beautiful specimens of canoes formed 
of shaped tree trunks have been found in various parts of the world. The earliest m~time 
peoples thrived probably prior to 10,000 B.c. There are carvings and drawings o! ships in 
Egyptian tombs, which illustrate th e tr ansport of the granite blocks for th e tombs. The 
oldest known boats date back to 5,ooo-6,000 B.C. The lecturer described the first oversea 
maritime expedition recorded in the world's history, and added a description of the vessels 
used in the Red Sea tr ade. He then referred to Pharaoh Nccbo and his attempt to build a 
canal between th e Mediterranean and the Red Sea and the circwnnavigation of Africa by the 
Pbrenicians. He gave Herodotus' account (4,84-423 e.c.) of the Nile boats of his day, and 
the method of navigation of the river. He referred to the excavations at Dashur by J. de 
Morgan and the description of the vessels found th ere. 

The Phcenicians were the first of the races on the Mediterranean seaboard to cultivate a 
sea-borne commerce. The lecturer told of ship-building in ancient Greece and Rome, where 
conditions were favourable for both navigation and building. However, these people 
contributed very little to the development of the ship. The earliest Greek naval expedition 
was to the siege of Troy, 1237 e.c. The Athenians were expert tacticians at sea. Mr. Silk 
emphasized th e decline of sea power after the Romans had completed the conquest of the 
nations bordering the Mediterranean. 

He next described some ancient merchant ships. Vessels of widely different sizes were 
in use. He then described the Greek galleys and gave details of their st ructure. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA : 
•• P ituri." Summary of a ledu ,e delivutd before lhe Society by Professor T. Harvey John st,o,a 
on 28th N01Jember, 1938. 

The lecturer stated th at he had collected other references to the use of this narcotic 
during the last five years which were additional to those which he had presented at a former 
meeting. 

He first projected on a screen photographs of the plant DMboi.sia H<>J>woodii, and also 
o! a woven bag in which pituri was carried , usually in the armpit of the aborigines. 
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The word pituri was one of many in currency and particularly belonged to a small tribe 
inhabiting the region between the Northern Terri tory and the border of Queensland, where 
the boundary cuts the tropic of Capricorn. 

Several references to this plant were given from the diaries of Burke and Wills written 
in 1861, and of Howitt in 1861 and 1863. As early as 1817, Cunningham drew attention to 
a kind of tobacco used by the natives. Helms , Roth, Spencer and Gillen gave copious 
references to the plant , and in recent years Mrs. Daisy Bates made reference to it at Ooldea. 

Great credit was due to the Bancroft family for their investigation of the plant in relation 
to tropical medicines used in Australia. 

Various species of plants had been discovered with narcotic properties but the real 
pituri was found growing in sandhill regions or where the sandhills merge into the Simpson 
Desert. 

Several species were named, and the localities in which these were found ranged from the 
borders of Queensland across to Western Australia, in which State it was known as emu or 
camel poison. The method of preparation of pituri was described and the greater narcotic 
effect of the real pituri was emphasized when compared with other species chewed by 
aborigines. Roth located a tribe which used the name pituri and also located trade routes 
along which this plant was distributed for a distance of 500 miles. 

Professor Gregory made a study of these routes and stated that a system of barter had 
been established in which pituri was used as currency. 

Howitt stated that pituri had been tra ced as far as the Barrier Ranges and probably the 
same route was followed from the pituri country . 

Thus, in early days, a system of exchange and barter had been established, and various 
authorities had plotted the routes by tracing pituri from Queensland to central Australia , 
where this was exchanged for ochre and stone slabs. 

There evidently had been a large trading centre established, and it is probable that fairly 
large bodies of men passed along the trade routes , for the carriers of pituri served as 
ambassadors in inter-tribal law and were given inter-tribal protection. 

Rock Engravings at Panaramitee . Summary of a lecture delivered before the Soc-iety by 
Mr. C. P . Mountford on February 27th, 1939. 

Mr. Mountford first showed a map of South Australia on which seventy groups of rock 
carvings were plotted. He then described the most extensive group which was located in 
the Salt Creek Paddock, approximately twelve miles south of Yunta. This group "'.as 
situated in an area where rock engravings were numerous. 

About fifteen groups of carvings had been discovered within twenty miles of this locality , 
all of which were engraved on hard rock out crops. 

When examining the carvings for the first time , he formed the opinion that a sharp
pointed stone had been used as a chisel and a heavy stone as a hammer, but in the light of 
further investigations considers that a single stone only was used. He could not form an 
estimate of the age of the engravings, but as the present-day aborigines knew nothing about 
them, the lecturer considered that most of the work had been performed by an earlier 
civilization. Some examples were very ancient and hard to discern, due to the weathering 
of the rock surface, and were only visible when light was directed from the correct angle. 
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