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DoP«I Robins.-Prof .. ""r Andcew C. Law ll<ln, of th e O.partmant of Geology of 
th e Univu , ity of California, N>«!ntly arou~ my inte .. • t by telling me of oome 
"d oped"o r'"ioebrlated" robin o he had learned about when vioiting a relative in Mon
ta na. Prof euo r Law110n had brought with him ,a mpl.,.o ft he !ruitoof a bu , hwhleh 
th e bird , wer e feoding from. Th .,... "" mple• he turned over to me, and Profe - r S. 
L. Gardr>er of th o Dcp • rtmcnt of Bota ny of th e Uni,· en ity identified thom u th e 

:,::;-:;~:i:! :•tt:::~~ata,:;~• s~~~~rtarian lloneyouckle'", an A,iatic p lant widely 

At my r<>queot Profeo oor Law son eliciW further fact.I . as follow , , which I quote 
from a lrtter dated Oetober 12, 1925. from Mr. W. L. La-n o l Billing , , Montana. 

"W e hav e a 76 foot hodll"<! of common pale pink bloo,omed hono youck\n, which 
I>:''<""• luxuri ant ly be .. , and eac h summer there !o a heavy crop of a red, very juicy 
!ruitonth e bu 1h .. . Thiolruith u tho.i:eneralappea ra n.,. o!a lar~redcurrant. 
but it io extnmely bitter in tMU'. It mak e. a. beautiful red jelly, but no amount of 
dilution with other fruit Juice , e liminate • the bltt<:rne "' 1ufficiondy to make the Jell y 
palatable !or hum an food. Thi , wao ,determined here by Mr,. Ln~ n by act ual 
e~periment on .. ,·era! pin u or th e honey ouckle fruit, 

"'When p ickinir th e fruit for thi • experiment my at~ntion w•• • ttracted to th e 
rob ino, dozen , of which were in th e bu•h"" and on th e gro,md beneath. They won 
,o tame a nd otupid that I could not help notic il\ll them ..•• It one irot within oay 
twofoeto!twoorthreeoftbemonth e irroundth eywouldmovoju , t fu enou.i:h to 
maint ain aboutthatdi otance. Onrepeat edoe<:aoiono l oaw rour a od live oftho robin, 
lyingonth e groundinth e dirtwith,.;ng oaw ry - vorymucha , chic kenoli e lnt he dry 
soi l to du, t them .., h·eo. Th i, wu such a curiou , oigbtth at I cal l..i Mr .. J..aw oon t n 
witn .. , it and •he will confirm all I hav e aai d. Thi , hu been ouch a C<>mmon thing 
with uo th e pa ot live yea" that wo no \oni"<'r pay any at~ ntion to th e robin•; bu t we 
n irretthat th e, tupidoonditionof th e bird , make o th em unuaually eaaypny !or our 
cat, who - m• to know that ohe can iret one eve ry tim e ohe want• it. 

'"The hedg e ill betw een my lot and my nei ghbo n, who a !oo an f amil iar with the 
'doped' robin • . Thi o oummer th eir new ch a uffeur, not knowlnr th at I had ob..,rved 
th e cond ition of the robino, told me of findi ng ro bin , 'drunk' and that one afternoon 
he ha d pick ed up throofrom thebu she , and held them In hl, ha nd. 

''.The re io nodoubt thatthen, i,oo ruoal ka lnidinthiofruitthatmarkMly a lfoct,, 
the ordinary k°" nn .,.. of the robin and mak e, it a , tupid hird with littl o ability to 
protectitaelfor keepoutofdangcr" 

llen,i o anotherca oe o!anentin,\ynewcondition,anali enplant11gu...,.lnthi • 
!nota nce, confronting a nativ e a nim a l to th e latter' , hau rd. Tbo H penono ,!ooir il\ll 
to plant on th eirprem i .. , berry-bearingohrubbery with a view to providiitK food for 
bird, with the ta,teatbat rob inoex hibit wou ld do well to enquin, p>'etty ca >'efully aa 
to th e real nature of the k inds of plant, undercon , idera t ion.-J. GR!NNiI,L, M1L1<1<ffl 
of Vort , brn!, Zoolog11, B,rkel •~ , Ca/ifon,i,i, D« '>>1h..- t., 1915. 

A :'l:ote on t he FH<lini ll ablta of Gul111.- Wh!l e fuhin&' at Hermosa Beach on 
Dtte mber 21 and 22, 1925, I was much inte ...,. W in watching a number of immature 
Gla ucou •-wing,d Gull~ (LA,.,.. glu"< " <n<• ) and a few Californ. ia Gulla (/-«,.,.. ea/;. 
/oM<i'1<• ) feedinirongoooe-neckbarnael ... Theyw<>uldalightonth e wa te rn n rth o 
pier, and then paddle from one piling to anot he r, peddng at the ma..., • of barnacl e, 
and mu uela which wcro attached to them. Through my hinocu lan I wa\<:hed the .., 
bird • oe!.., the barn.acle , in their bill , , and then owim backwaT d . jerkinir "'P<'• tedly 
until th oy wou.ld br,eak or pull them off". If the bamael .. were , mall enough the 
bird s would quickly •wallow them , and tho M which W<,re too larg e the y would car ry 
ol'ftothebeachwho n the)"COUldp!ckthemtopi ~ lcomment.edupontheactiono 
ofth e .. rull, toa couple of fr iendowhohad ft,hedth en, for a numherofyca n, and 
they •aid that they had never -.i th em do it bef on,thi • wi nter. 

I have conclud ed fromtbi o obwrvation th at for aom• rea ,o n unknown to me the 
11ulla have experieneed thi , winter le,,. "'""" 'd ul fora lfing than w,ual.-Jo""'"" II. 
WAUS. l'a , a<Una, Calif""'ia, Jan=r~ U, 1928. 

Gullo Veodlng on Star-6sh ~ Mr. Wale • ' commen t. , given abov e. upon th e foedin11 
habit. of ee ,:ta in riu ll, , ~ind me of olmll ar ob .. rva t ion , ,...,.ntly made by myoelf 
while travelhnr betwee n San F r ancisco and Berkeley. Along the Key Route mole, 
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