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plausible they may be, from declaring our honest convic-
tions respeeting the desbruction of human life and the part
which it behoves every medical man to take in regard bo
the functions of the executioner, The field of action open
to medical men is a wide one. *  Each hag his exib and his
entrances, and one man in hig time plays many parts’; but
the last part to he assumed hy the sons of Alisculapius is
that of executioner, They of all men are sworn to save
life. They risk theirlives day hy day, and the world looks on
coldly enough even at that spectacle. The invention of
the gnillotine in the last century was a sullicient blow to our
noble calling, and, we hope, a sufficient warning to prevent
the addition of other medical names to implements or
methods of death for members of the human family.

INFLUENZA AT MILAN.

THIs is the first reappearance on an epidemie seale of the
influenza in Italy ; and Milan, the general health of which
haa for some time been the reverse of satisfactory, meeta the
unwelcome visitor more than half way. Ib has already
attacked all classes of the population, and especially
the very young and the very old. Ib is not, however, the
so-called *Russian influenza,” nor does it strike the dis-
tinetly ‘“ neurotic ” note of that malady. Febrile catarrh is
its most pronouneed and most unvarying symptom, declaring
itself most seriously in sufferers from chronic bronchitis.
The local physicians announce it as of a generally mild type,
and hitherto the mortality from it has been small,

SELF-MEDICATION,

WITH the recurrence of influenza a word of warning
against the possible dangers of self-medication hecomes
once more imperative. Many regard this affectlon as
trivial and transitory, and requiring little more treatment
than merely remaining ab home for twenty-four hours or
so; while they are prepared either to ignore medicine
entirely, or to fly in reckless, haphazard fashion to quinine,
salicin, antipyrin, exalgine, or to any substance which may
be widely advertised either for the reduction of fever or the
relief of pain, It cannot be too widely known that such a
course is fraught with considerable danger, not only from
the possibility of serious bub insidious complications being
overlooked until the patient is perhaps morihund, but also
from the fear lest any of the newer remedies should be
employed inoverdoses. Themostcasual reference to any work
dealing with the synthetic compounds will show that, as a
rule, they possess toxic properties, and this fact alone shonld
cause those addicted to self-medication to panse before they
act upon the assumption that statements in an advertise-
menb, or even in the columns of the daily press, convey the
whole truth. 16 1s time that certain drugs relieve pain and
reduce temperature, but it is equally true that, unless they
are employed by persons who are properly informed, disas-
trous accidents will undoubtedly occur,

THE RESTRICTION OF THE OPIUM TRADE.

Mosrt of our readers will by this time have received a
circular issned by several members of the profession—
namely, Mr, William Lockhart, Drs. R. Pringle, Gauld,
and Maxwell, soliciting their influence in pressing upon
Government the limitation of the Indian opium trade.
In order to secure this ohject, they propose that the drug
should no longer he cultivated and sold for mere purposes
of revenue, hut as a poivon and for medicinal use only. In
the course of succeeding ohservations, they show that the
opium traflic, which iz simply a monopoly under Govern.
ment control, has not only flooded the Chinese market in
the past, bub, now that increasing home produetion is
restricting ite spread in that country, has grown to formid-

able dimensions in India itself. Proof of this is furnished
by the fact that between 1856 and 1889 the revenus derived
from opium sold in India has inereased more than sixzfold ;
while the number of shops licensed for the sale of this
drug now amounts to 10,417. These shops, which are
virtually opium public-houses, are licensed under a penalby
not to sell less than a certain amounb of duby-paid
opium. Thus the licensee is under an obvious necessity
to push the sale of the drug in the Government in-
terest and his own. Opium is very cheap, and the habite
of smoking and eating ib hava greatly developed, and are
yearly hecoming more prevalent. Its frequent association
with acts of snicide and murder, we are told, is undeniable,
nor is this remarkable in face of the facts above stated.
There is no doubt that public opinion in this country is, on
the whole, strongly opposed to the promiscuous sale and
use of the drug. This attitude is most reasonable, and the
resolution already quobed, which would have it employed
only medicinally, assigns to it no other than its rational
position. We have all along advocated this view of
the question, and we still do so. It is not long since a
Parliamentary majority decided against the justice of con-
tinuing the traflic under present conditions. Asregards its
moral and soclal side there can, indeed, be no question. The
reluctance of Government to proceed further in the matter
is solely due, of course, to considerations of revenue. Impor-
tant these may he, butit remains to be proved whether they
cannot be met by other methods and resources still unused,
The circular already mentioned is concerned with the
questions of public health and public duty only, and ite
views in this regard will, we feel sure, command the support
of the medical profession.

SHABBINESS IN SANITARY AUTHORITIES.

IT is pitiable to see another of the sanitary authorities of
Scotland begmdging the fees accruing under the Notifica-
tion Act to the medical man. This time it is the Dalkeith

Commissioners, who made a wry face over the payment
of £0 17s. G, to a doctor who had reported many infectious
casen. The authorities wish to have the henefit of the Act.
| Why not pay for it with graciousness? Mr. Urquhart said
there was no alternative but to pay, and the Commigsioner
submitted.

IS Y

HYOSCYAMINE [N LETTUCE.

ALTHOUGH lettuce has heen used in medicine from early
times as a sedative, the active constituent has never until

| now been with certainty determined, In a paper read before
a recent meeting of the Chemieal Society, Mr. T. S, Dymond
explained that the mydriatic action of an extract of lettuce
used in medicine to which his attention had been drawn
was due to an alkaloid. Commercial specimens of the
extract of wild lettuce, and of the variety of the
edible plant known as cos lettuce, obtained from three
different sourees, together with a specimen of the dried
flowery plant of wild lettuce, were all found to contain
this alkaloid, On suitable treatment, the alkaloid, re-
covered and crystallised from chloroform, was obtained
in silky needles, having the same mielting point and other
properties as hyoscyamine—the poisonous mydriatic alka-
loid existing in helladonna, henbane, and other plants
belonging to the natural order Solanacesz, The determina-
tion of the gold and the alkaloid in the aurichloride which
it yielded afforded resulbs corresponding with the formula of
hyoscyamine aurichloride C;H,;No;HAuCl;; and the
amount of hyoscyamine in the extract of common lettuce
does not exceed 0:02 per cent., while in the flowery plant it
cannot be more than 0-001 per cent. It appears probable
that this ix the first oceasion on which hyoscyamine or any

other alkaloid belonging to that mydriatic group has been
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found in o plant not a member of bhe natural order Solanacer,
lettuce belonging to the natural order Compositee. Professor
Dunstan, in his remarks following npon the reading of the
paper, pointed out that it had been known from the time of
the Greeks bhat lettuce had asoporific action, and, as Laden-
burg and others had shown hyoscyamine to be a soporific,

it was now posgihle for the first time to explain an ancient
Greek practice.

—— ey

PROFESSOR STRUTHERS AND THE MEDICAL
COUNCIL,

THE resignation of Professor Struthers having been
officially confirmed, we cannot forbear to express our
editorial regret, There was a decidedly combative vein in
the nature of the Aberdeen professor, which occasionally
took the form of treading on his opponents’ corns. Bat
that is a small matter compared with his many virtues as a
man and his large experience and enthusiasm as a teacher,
There was, besides, his industry and devotion as chairman
of the Education Committee of the Medical Council, shown
conspicaously in recent sessions in the unstinted work he
imposed on himself of placing before the Council the
systems of education in force in other European countries.
For such services and qualities he will always be remem-
bered in the Council with respect, and his resignation will
be received with reluctance. We venture to balieve that
he, too, will miss the pleasure of the duties of the Council.
Bat he is to be congratulated on being a man of resources,
and on the retention of that health which will make the
future of life sbill & joy and a pleasure to him. Dr. Angus

Fraser has been duly appointed as successor to Professor
Struthers.

THE CORONERSHIP OF THE CITY OF
LIVERPOOL.,

I1 is with regret that we have to record that Liverpool is
hopelessly tied down to the old traditions concerning attorney
coroners. The council has chosen to confer the office, as
the Liverpool Mercury puts it, on the ‘‘ nominee of a
Conservartive caucus,” by an extremely narrow majority.
It is most unfortunate that such an appointment should
burn, even in the most remote manner, on political
considerations, Meanwhile we may congratulate Mr.
F. W. Lowndes on having fought a good fight from a
higher standpoint, He received no less than twenty-two
vobes on this occasion, the first in Liverpool on which a
medical candidate has ever been mentioned. Ile has
succeeded in breaking the ice, and the resulb of his
candidature will no doubt be that the snbject of medical
coroners will hereafter be better known and understood in
Liverpool than it is now, and impatience need not be
manifested even at the grounds which, in this instance,
formed the basis of the election,

REPORTS OF CHARITIES IN NEW SOUTH
WALES.

THE annual report of the State Children’s Relief Dapart-
ment of New South Wales for the year endiag April, 1891,
contains a nnmber of instructive particulars respecting the
condition of destitaute children in that colony. On the
date above mentioned there were 2369 children under the
control of the department, most of these being boarded out
at a net average cosb per annum of £13 16s. 84. each—a
moderate cost certainly, It is satisfactory to learn that the
now fast-extending boarding-out system has resulted in a
saving of about£15,000 per annum as compared with that of
aggregation in asylnms. Health and mworal character have
been on the whole satisfactory under the new arrangement,
and the report contains a gratifying allusion to the considera-
tion paid by visiting wedical practitioners to these poor

children. The conduct of foster-parents has, with very few
exceptions, been satisfactory, and the work of official inspec-
bion has been effectively discharged, though voluntary over-
sight, an important part of the system, has been somewhat
lacking. On the whole, therefore, the statistics of boarding
out have once more justified the continuance of this method;
cotbage homes for invalid children have served their pur-
pose well. Another report relates to the condition of asylums
for destitute and jnfirm adults. We are interested to learn
bhat in these the services of a few trained nurses have been
sanctioned as necessary, and that this useful innovation has
well sbood the test of experience. Some observations on
dieb are interesting. In thisconnexion, we note that a plain,
sufficient, and wholesome dietary, without stimulants, has
been assoclated, even in the case of elderly persons, with a
lower death-rate than was noted under an aleoholic regimen,
Further particulars of internal management give evidence
of thrift and foresight. A table of suggested legislative
changes will repay perusal. DB>th reports may be recom-
mended to the attentive study of parochial authorities, and
any others who claim an interest in their work.

THE LATE MR. PETER TAYLOR.

TiuE death of Mr. Peter A, Taylor ab the ripe age of
eighty-two is a noticeable event, He never took a very
friendly view of the profession, and his antipathy to
vaccination was acraze. Heis understood to have been the
prineipal support of that strange movement for which
Lezicester will have to pay heavily some day, and for which
it would have to pay very soon if it had the courage of its
opinions and dared to dismiss the staff of vaccinated and re-
vaccinated persons who now receive and atbend small-pox
patients, and stand between them and the community, and
who revaccinate all exposed persons. A correspondent esti-
mates that he spent £1300 a year on his fad.

ACETONURIA IN THE INSANE.

Drs. Borck and SLOSSE, who have heen engaged in
examining vhe nrine of insane patients for acebone, remark
that great care must be employed in the collection of the
urine; the flasks must be absolutely full and efficiently
stoppered, or, batter still, the distillation should be com-
menced immediately. Lieben’s iodoform reaction was found
to be the most sunitable one for indicating the existence of
minnte quantities of acetone. Gunning’s test may aleo be
nsed, and if these two give negative resnlts, all others are
superfluous. The perchloride of iron test is useless for
acetone, bub is characteristic of dincetic acid. Acetone
may exist in the nrine under physiological conditions; its
importance depends upon the quantity of nitrogen in the
food. A small quantity, therefore, in the urine of insane
patients is of no importanee whatever. Theamount did nod
appear to have any relation to the mental state of the
patient--that is to say, to the existence of such conditions
as depression, excitement, fear, or delusions. The quantity
of acetone increases considerably when the hody is in a state
of inanition. It is a good plan, according to Drs. Boeck
and Slosse, to commence artificial feeding when a patient

who will nob eat passes urine containing a large Pproportion
of acetone.

e

THE HEALTH OF THE POPE

AR ltalian correspondent writes:—“On the evening of
Thursday, the 17th inst., the Holy Father had a fainting
fit, the result of the great fatigue he had undergone at the
Consistory, which he had opened ab 7 o’clock that morning,
His medical advisers were promptly in attendance ; he soon
rallied, but his strength had so farleft him that he remained
for several hours in extreme prostration. As to his general
health, there is little to add to what, on the best authority,
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