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plausible they may be, from declaring our honest convic­
tions respecting the destruction of huma.n life and the part 
which ib behoves every medical ma.n to ta.ke in regard to 
the functions of the executioner. The field of action open 
to medical men is a. wide one. "Each has his exib and his 
entrances, and one man in his time plays many parts"; bub 
the last pa.rt, to he assumed hy the sons of A:sculapius is 
thab of executioner. They of all men are sworn to eave 
life. They risk their Ii ves day hy day, and the world looks on 
coldly enough even ab tha.t spectacle. The invention of 
the guillotine in the last een tury was a sufficient blow to our 
noble calling, and, we hope, a. sufficient warning bo prevent 
the addition of other medical names to implements or 
methods of death for members of the human family. 

able dimensions In India itself. Proof of this is furnished 
by the fact> that> between 1856 and 1889 the revenue derived 
from opium sold in India. has increased more than sixfold ; 
while the number of shops licensed for the sale of this 
drug now amounts to 10,417. These shops, which are 
virtually opium public,houses, are licensed under a penalty 
nob to sell less tha.n a certa.in a.mount, of duty-paid 
opium. Thus the licensee is under an obvious necessity 
to push the sale of the drug in the Government in­
terest> and his own. Opium is very cheap, a.nd the ha.bibs 
of smoking and eaoing ill have greatly developed, &nd are 
yearly becoming more prevalent. Its frequent> association 
with acts of suicide a.nd murder, we a.re told, is undeniable, 
nor is this remarkable in face of the facts above stated. 
There is no doubt that public opinion in this country is, on 

INFLUENZA AT MILAN. the whole, strongly opposed to the promiscuous sale and 
THIS is the first reappearance on an epidemic sea.le of the use of !he drug. This a.ttitud~ is most reasona..ble, and the 

influenu in Italy; and Milan, the general health of which resolution. ~lready qu?ted, w~1ch would have •! empl?yed 
has for some time been the reverse of satisfactory, meeta the ! onl!. med1cmally, assigns to 1t no other than :ts r~t1onal 
unwelcome visitor more tha.n half way. lb has already pos1t10n •. We have all. a.long advoc~ted this vi~w of 
attacked all classes of the population, and especially the ~uest1on, and. w_e sbill. do so •. H Is no~ lo?g since a. 
th n and th Id lb is t h th Parhamentary maJor1ty decided agarnst the Justice of con, 

e vlelryd ~~uR g . . .fle very?, ' d 0 ?,.' to·wek vtehr, d' e . tinuing the bra.file under present conditions. As rega.rds its 
so-ea. e ussian rn uenza, nor oes h s n ·e e Is· · 1 d . . . 
1i· tl " f i, t f th b 1 d F b .1 ta h. mora an social side there ca.n, indeed, be no auest1on. The 
·tme Yt neuro ic dno de O b" ma ~ Y· e tri e eda Irr. is reluctance of Government to proceed furthe; in the matter 
1 s moa pronounce an mos unvarying symp om, ec a.rmg . 1 1 d f .d . 
·t lf .. · 1 · .. a:: f eh • b hit· 1s so e y ue, o course, to cons1 erations of revenue. Impor-1 se mos1.1 serious y in suuerers rom ronic ronc 1s. h h b . . 
Th l l h · · ... f 11 'Id,. tant t esema.y e, utit remama to be proved whether they 

e oca. p ys1mans announce 1u as o a genera y m1 uype, b b h h d d · 
d h'th t th t l't f ·t h b ll cannot e met y ot er met o s an resources still unused. 

an 1 er O e mor e. 1 Y rom 1 as een sma • The circular o.heady menoioned is concerned with the 

SELF-MEDICATION, 
questions of public hea.lbh and public duty only, and ibe 
views in this regard will, we feel sure, command the support 
of the medical profession. _ \VITH the recurrence of infiuenzt\ a word of warniDg 

against the possible da.ngers of self ,medication becomes 
once more imperative. .M:any regard this affection as SHABBINESS IN SANITARY AUTHORITIES. 
trivia.I and transitory' and requiring little more treatment IT is pitiable to see another of the sa.nita.ry authorities of 
than merely remaining at home for twenty.four hours or S tl d b d . th f · d th N •ifi 

h'l h d , h · d' . co an egra gmg e ees accruing un er e o" ea• 
so; w i e t ey are prepare e1t er to ignore me ie1ne t· A .. t th d. 1 Th. t· ·t · th D lk 'th . . . . . 10n c" o e me tea ma.n. 1s 1me 1 1s e a. ei 
entirely, or to .fly 1n reckless, haphazard fashion to quinine, ° C . . J d f th t 

l. · t· · l · b t h. h I ommlss1oners, w 10 me. e a wry ace over e paymen 
aa. 1c1n, an 1pyrm, exa g1ne, or bo any su a a.nee w 1c may f £9 17 Gd t d t h h d t d · f b' 
be widely advertised either for the reduction of fever or the .

1

. 
0 Ts.h · oha . ~ or .wh 0t ah rephor eh m!11tyfinthec Aio~s 

rel . f f · I b 'd I k case.e. e aut orities w1s o ave t e ene.u o e Cu, 
1e o pam. t cannot e too w1 e y nown that such a Wh t f . 'th . M U h rt 'd 

course is fraught with considerable danger, not only from 1· Y no pay or it w~ graciousness? r. rqu ~ . sa1 
the possibilHy of serious but insidious complications being there.was no alternativtS but to pay, and the Comm1ss1oner 
overlooked until the patient is perhaps moribund, but also . submitted. -
from the !ear lest any of the newer remedies should be HYOSCYAMINE (N LETTUCE. 
employed in overdoses. Themostc!lsual reference to a.ny work . . . 
dealing with the synthetic compounds will show the.t, as e. . ALTHOUGH le~tuce has h~en used :n medicine from earl! 
rule, they possess toxic properties, and this fact alone should times as a s~dative, .the active ~onst1tuent has never until 
callile those addicted to self.tnedication to pa.use before they J now been wit~ certainty dete~mm?d·. In a paper read before 
act upon the assumption that, abatements in an ad vertise-1 a rec~nt meeting of the C~e1:111eal _S0e1ety, Mr. T. S. Dymond 
menb, or even in the columns of the daily pre.sa, convey the expla.~ned th~t. the mydr~at1c ~ct1on of ~n extract of lettuce 
whole truth. It ls trae that certain drugs relieve pa.in and used m med1cme to w~ich his atten~ion ha.~ been drawn 
reduce temperature, but it is equally true that, unless they · was due to ~ a.lkalo1d. Commercial spec~mens of the 
a.re employed by persons who are properly informed, disas- ex:~racb of wild lettuce, and of the ~anety of the 
trous accidents will undoubtedly occur. edible plant known as cos lettuce, obtained from three 

different sources, together with a apecimen of the dried 
- flowery plant of wild lettuce, were all found to contain 

THE RESTRICTION OF THE OPIUM TRADE. , this alkaloid, On suitable treatment, the alkaloid, re-
. MOST ~f our readers will by this time have received a / ~ov~red and crysbal.lised from chlorof?rm, ~vas obtained 

circular issued by several membera of the profession- m silky needles, ha.vmg the same melting point and other 
namely, Mr. William Lockha..rt, Drs. R. Pringle, Gauld, I properties as hyoscyamine-the poisonous mydriatie e.Ika­
a.nd Maxwell, soliciting their influence in pressing upon , loid exi$ting in belladonna, henba.ne, and other plants 
Government> the limitation of the Indian opium tre.de. , belonging to the natural order Sotanacem. .The determina­
In order to secure this ohjecb, they propose that the drug tion of the gold and the alkaloid in the aurichlotide which 
should no longer he cultivated and sold for mere purposes I it, ~ielded afforded resull;s corresponding with the formula of 
of revenue, hut as e. poi!!on and for medicine.I use only. In byoscyamine e.urlchloride C17H23 No3 HAuC14 ; and the 
the course of succeeding observations, they show that the , amount of hyoscyamine in the extract of common lettuce 
opium traffic, which is simply a. monopoly under Govern- does nob exceed 0·02 per cent., while in the flowery plant it 
ment control, has nob only flooded the Chinese market in ce.nnot be more than 0·001 per cent. It appears probable 
the past, but, now that increasing home production is that this is the first occa.sion on which hyoscyamine or a.ny 
restrictJing its spread in that country, has grown to formid- other alkaloid belonging to that mydriatic group has been 



146 i THE LANCET,] TilE CORONEltS.HlP 01'' 'fHE CIT Y OF LIV ERPOOL. [DEC, 26, 1891. 

found in a. plo.nt not a lllember of bhe natural order Solanaccro, 
lebbuce belonging to the no.tural order Compositw. Professor 
Dunstan, in his remarks following upon the reading of the 
pa.per, pointed out tho.t ib ba.d been known from the time of 
the Greeks tha.t lettn ce had a soporific a.ction, and, as Laden­
burg and others had show.a hyoscyamine to be a soporific, 
ib was now possible fo1 the first time to explain an anci ent 
Greek practice. 

PROFESSOR STRUTHERS AND THE MEDICAL 
COUNCIL. 

TnE resignation of Professo r Struth ers hav ing been 
officially confirmed, we cannot forbear t o expre3s our 
editorial regret. There was a decidedly combative vein in 
the nature of the Aberdeen profes sor, which occasionally 
took the form of treading on his opponents' corns. Dat 
that is a small matter con1pa.red with his many vir tues a.s o. 
man and his large experience and enthu'liasm a'!I a teacher. 
There was, beside s, his industr y and devotion as ch~irman 
of the Education Committee of the Medical Council, shown 
conspicuously in recent sessions in the unstinted work be 
imposed on him self of placing before the Council the 
systems of education in force in other European countries. 
lt"or such services and qualities he will always l>e remem· 
bered in the Council with respect, and his resigna tion will 
be received wi th relu cta nce. vVe venture to believe that 
he, too, will mis:1 the pleasu re of the duties of the Council. 
Bat he is to be congratulated on being a man of resources, 
and on the retenti on of that health which will mo.ke the 
future of life sbill a joy a.nd a. pleasure to him. Dr. Angus 
Fraser hag been. duly appointed a.s successor to Professor 
S.truthers. 

THE CORONERSHIP OF THE CITY OF 
LIVERPOOL. 

l'l.• is with regret that we have to record that Liverpool is 
hopelessly tied down to the old traditions concerning att orney 
coroners . The council has chosen to confer the office, as 
the L iverpool Mercury puts i t , on the "nominee of a 
Canserva.uive ~ucus, " by an ex tremely narrow majority. 
lb is most unfortunate that such an appointment should 
burn, even in the mosb remote manner, on poli t ical 
considera tions . Meanwhile we may congratula te l\Ir. 
F. W. L:,wnd es on having fought a good fight from a. 
higher standpoint. He received no less than twenty-two 
votes on this occasion, the first in Liverpool on which a. 
medical ce.ndida.te ha s ever been mentioned. Ile ha'!I 
succeeded in breaking the ice, and the reaulb of his 
candidature will no doubt be that the subject of medical 
coroners will berea.fter be better known and understood in 
Liverpool than ib is now, a.ad impatience need not be 
manifested even at the grounds which, in this instance, 
formed the basis of th e election. 

REPORTS OF CHARITIES IN NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 

TH E annual report of the S lle.te Children's Relief Dapa.rt. 
ment of New South Wales for the year endiag April, 1891, 
contains o. nnmber of instructive pa.rbiculars respectin g the 
oondibion of destitute ebildre .n in that colony. On the 
dabe above menbioned there were 2369 children under the 
control of the department, most of the.se being boarded out 
at a net a.verage cost per annum of £13 16s. 8d. ea.eh-a 
moderate cost certainly. It is satisfactory to learn that the 
now fasb-extending bi>a.rdiog-out system has resul ted in a 
saving of a.bout£Hi,OOO per annum as compared with tha t of 
aggrega. bion in asylnm s. Health and moral character he.Ye 
b een on the whole sa.tlsfaobory under the new arrangemen t , 
and the report contains a. grat ifying allusion to the considero.· 
tion paid by visiting medical pra.cbitioners to these poor 

children. The condacb of fostel'-parenbs ho.s, with very few 
exceptio ns, been eo.tisfa.etory , and the work of official inspe~­
blon bas been effectively discharged, though volunta.ryover­
sighb, an importa.nt pa.rt of the system, has boon eomewhat 
lacking. On the whole, therefo~e, the statistics of boo.rding 
out have once more justified the continua nce of this method; 
eotba.ge homes for invalid children have served tbe.ir pur­
pose well. Ano~her report relates to the condition of asylums 
for destitute and infirm a.dults. We are interested to learn 
bho.t ln these the services of a few trained nurses bo.ve been 
sa.ncbioned as neces.sary, o.nd that this usefu l innovo.bion bas 
well sbood the t est of experience. $ ()me ob3ervations on 
dieb are interesting. In this connexlon, we note that a plain, 
suffieient, and wholes ome die tary, without sbimula.nts, has 
been assocla.ted, even in the case of elderly persons, with a 
lower death-rate th an was noted under an a\coholicregimen. 
Further particulars of internal mo.nagemenb give evidence 
of thrift and foresight. A table of suggested legislative 
changes will repay perusal. D )bh reports may be recom­
mended to the a~bentive sbndy of paroc hial autlhorities, and 
any others who claim a.n interes t in their work. 

THE LATE MR. PETER TAYLOR. 

TUE death of Mr. Peter A. Taylor ab the ripe a.ge of 
eighty-two is a noticeable event. He never took a very 
frien dly view of the profession, and bis anbipathy to 
vaccinat>ion was a craze . He is understood to have been the 
principal supporll of thab strange movement for which 
Leicester will have to pay heavily some day, and for which 
ib would have t-0 pay very soon if it had the courage of ite 
opinions and dared to dismll!s the sbaff of vaccinated and re­
vaccinated persons who now receive and a ttend small-pox 
patients, a.nd stand between them and the community, and 
who reva.ccinate all exposed person s. A correspondent esti­
mates that he spent £1300 a. year on his fad. 

ACETONURIA IN THE INSANE, 

Dn s. llOE CIC a.nd SLOSSE, who have been engaged in 
examining lihe nrine of insane patien t.s for acetone, remark 
that greab care musb be employed in the collectio n of the 
urine i the flasks mus b be absolutely full and efficiently 
stoppered, or, batter still, the distillation should be corn· 
menced immediately. Lieben 'a iodoform reacbion w&s found 
to be the most suitable one for indicating the exist.ence of 
minnte quanti ties of acetone. G11nni11g's test may also be 
nsed, and if these two giYe negativ e results, all others are 
superfluous. The percbloride of iron test is useless for 
acetone, bub is chara.cberistJic of dia.cetic e.cid. Acetone 
may exist in the urine under physiologica.l conditions; it.e 
lwporbance depends upon the q uan'llity of nitrogen in the 
food. A small que.ntiby, therefor e, in the urine of insane 
patients is of no importanee whatever. Thea.mount did not 
appear to have any relation to the mental state of tb.e 
pa.tient-bhab is tio say, to the existence of such conditions 
as depression, excitement, fear, or delusions. The quimtity 
of acetone increases considerably when t he body is in a. state 
of inanition. lb is B good plan, according to Drs. Boeck 
and Slosse, to coramence a.rtlficial feeding when e. pa.tienb 
who will nob eat passes urine containing a large proporbion 
of acetone. 

THE HEALTH OF THE POPE. 

AN lta.li~n correspondent writ es:- " On the evening of 
Thursday, the 17th inst., the Holy li'ather had e. fainbiDg 
fit, the result of the greo.t fatigu e he had undergone e.t the 
Consistory, which he ha.d opened e.b 7 o'clock that morning. 
Hi3 medical advisers were promptly in attendance; he soon 
rallied, bnt hie strength ha.d so far left him the.the remained 
for sevc1·al hou.1'8 in extreme prostrMion. As to his general 
health, there is li ttle to add to what, on the bes t a.utboriby, 
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