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Frank Hamilton Cushing's remarkable nar­
rative MY ADVENTURES IN ZU:1.'.tI was 
virtually lost to the world in the musty files of 
the Century Magazine until its present publi­
cation in book form. It appears now with im­
portant related material and illustrations 
made especially for this volume. 

The introductory essay ZU:1.'.tI AND CUSH­
ING by E. DeGolyer brings to light facts and 
ideas essential to the reader's. full apprecia­
tion of Mr. Cushing's work. 

The Cushing story would be incomplete with­
out Sylvester Baxter's report of the trip made 
to Washington and Boston by a group of 
Zufii chieftains accompanied by the young 
ethnologist.AN ABORIGINAL PILGRIM­
AGE, the title Baxter gave his account, is an 
integral part of the book. 

The Zuiii ceremonial masks reproduced in 
color are. the work of Fanita Lanier, artist 
and cartographer. Her choice of significant 
backgrounds for the initial letters is an orig­
inal use of Zufii symbolism. The twenty line 
drawings of life in the ptieblo are also the 
work of Miss Lanier. 
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igh on the bright deserts of the Colorado pla­

teau in westernmost New Mexico stands the 

pueblo of Zufii, which occupies a part of the 

site of ancient Halona ltiwana, Middle Ant Hill of the World. A 

village of box-like adobe houses, it lies near the continental divide, 

where the valley of the little Zufii River widens to a plain, and snug 

near the foot of the high, bold mesa of red and white sandstone, 

T6wayalane, Corn Mountain. This pueblo is the sole remaining 

representative of the semi-legendary Seven Cities of Cfbola, false 

reports of whose fabulous wealth in silver and turquoise drew the 

Spaniards northward in the middle sixteenth century. It was Hawi­

kuh, one of the Zufii towns of that time, now in ruins, which Fray 

Marcos de Niza claims to have seen from a near-by height after its 

inhabitants had killed his colorful and barbaric precursor, the 

negro Estevanico, and which seemed to his frightened gaze to be 

"as large as the city of Mexico." Coronado stormed Hawikuh on 

July 7, 1540, and so began the exploration and conquest of New 

Mexico and of our own Spanish Southwest. 

The Zufii number fewer than 2,300 souls and it is doubtful 

whether the tribe has been much larger or much smaller within 
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historic times. They resemble the other Pueblo peoples generally 

and are quiet, sober, industrious, and good tempered, friendly 

toward other Poblanos and Americans, but jealous and distrustful 

of Mexicans and, since time immemorial, enemies of the Navaho. 

The men of Zufii have been farmers, and notably successful dry 

farmers, since early prehistoric time. From the Spaniards they got 

their first sheep and are now successful herdsmen. The Zuni 

crafts are pottery making, weaving, basket making, shell and tu r­

quoise bead making, and they are among the most skillful and 

artistic of Indian workers in silver and in turquoise mosaic. 

It is not their notable and unusual material culture, howev er , 

nor their colorful land, nor the sparkling atmosphere of their high 

desert hom e which seizes our attention, but rather their rich and 

com plex ceremonial life. Hardly ever more than a mere handful 

of people, beset by the fierce and predatory Navaho and Apache, 

winning livelihood and even abundance from a sparse and meager 

land, the Zufii have evolved a mythology comparable to that of 

ancient Greece or Rome, and a ritual of ceremonial religious 

observance as extensive, complex, and formal as that of the Catho­

b c Church. Their interest is cente red in this ceremonial life. 

Ritual holds their foremost attention and no other activity can 

compete successfully with it. Preoccupation is with detail and this 

is true for the community as well as for the individual. If a cele-
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brant "wears a new feather on his mask, it ecli pses all talk of sheep 

or gardens or marriage or divorce.,, They adhere tenaciously to 

their religion and throughout four centuries have successfully 

resisted proselytization by the priests of their overlords. 

Into this community with its highly compl ex and tightly knit, 

interlo cking pattern of religious observance and social life, came 

Frank Hamilton Cushing in 1879. The Zunis were quite ac­

customed to visits from members of the conquering race. The 

Zufii towns were visited by Coronado and his capta ins, by Cha­

muscado, by Espejo, and by Ofiate the colonizer, during the six­

teenth century, and by the Spanish priests and capta ins of the 

seventee nth and eighteenth centuri es. Zuiii was a com mon point 

of departure for American exp lor ers of the nineteenth century. 

Alexander W. Doniphan and his Missour ians, Edward Fitzgerald 

Beale, Sitgreaves, Simpson, Whipple, and many early explorer s of 

the American period, visited it. It was also the object of attention 

by anthropologists and archeologists. Dr. Washington Matthews, 

John G. Bourke, Adolph F. Bandelier, and many others have 

studied it. It was the occasional residence of early priests and 

missionaries, not too successful in their self-imposed tasks, and of 

traders and Government officials. None of the pueblos was better 

acquainted with men from the outside world than was Zuiii. 

Cushing was born in Pennsylvania in 1 8 S7 and grew up in the 
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forest country of central New York. A weakling all of his life, he 

was precocious as a child. Excused from the usual routine of 

school because of frailness, he led a solitary, out-of-door boyhood 

and developed a deep and understanding sympathy with aboriginal 

life. He early fell into primitive habits of thought and "even before 

he knew the living Indian, grew into sympathy with Indian art, 

Indian methods, Indian motives." He developed great manual 

dexterity in reproducing Indian work - stone flaking, pottery and 

basket making, weaving, and skin dressing-by processes similar 

to those used by native artisans. 

At the age of seventeen, he prepared a report on the antiquities 

of Orleans County, New York, which was published in the Smith­

sonian Report for 1874. At the age of eighteen, he took a course 

in natural science at Cornell. When he had reached nineteen 

years, he had charge of a portion of the National Museum exhibit 

at the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia. 

In July, 1879, the birth year of the Bureau of Ethnology, Cush­

ing, then twenty-two years of age and on the staff of the Smithson­

ian Institution, accompanied a Bureau party under the direction of 

"Colonel" James Stevenson to Zuni. The party left Washington, 

August 1, 1879, and went by rail to Las Vegas, New Mexico, then 

the western terminus of the Santa Fe Railroad. The journey from 



Las Vegas by way of the Pecos ruins, which \\ ere examined 
briefly, Santa Fe, and Fort Wingate, was long and arduous, the 
journey from Santa Fe to Fort Wingate alone requiring ten days. 

This initial party, which seems to have been largely in the nature 
of a co1lecting expedition, was welcomed by the native prie sts and 
other pueblo officials and full cooperation was promised and given. 
Cushing had been sent to Zufii with the understanding that he was 
to remain there indefinite ly and study the ethnology of its people. 
He was first to collect artifacts from the pueblo, but by the time 
the party had finished pr eliminar y studies over a per iod of some 
six months, he had developed ties of such intimacy that the more 
important part of his assignment presented no difficulty. 

Zufii was his home for the next four and a half years. He became 
a member of the tribe, wore native costume, ate native food, 
lived in the family of the governor, and participated in native 
occupations and pastimes. Before a year had passed, he had learn ed 
to speak the Zufii language and attained an important position in 
the tribal council. 

During 1 8 8 1 , he made trips of exploration along the line of ruins 
referred to in the rituals, as far west as the Little Colorado River, 
to the Hopi town s, and to the country of the Havasupai. He 
entered the Bow priesthood in this year and became Assistant 



Chief and, shortly thereafter, Head War Chief. He had already 

been adopted into the Macaw clan and given the sacred name of 

T enatsati, Medicine Flower. 

Jn the hope of winning favor with his lndian hosts an<l so gaining 

initiation into the Ka-ka society, he took a group of four headmen 

and priests of the tribe, together with a Hopi who resided at 

Zuiii, to Washington and Boston in r882. They left Zuni on Feb­

ruary 2 2 and arrived in Washington in the early spring, re­

turning to Zuiii on September 2 3. Upon Cushing's return, he 

visited the Hopi towns, returning to Zuni for the Shalako cere­

monies. Upon completion of these, he again visited the Hopi 

towTis. He continued explorations in eastern Arizona and re­

mained in Zufii until early May, 1884, when he returned to Wash­

ington. 

During his sojourn in the East, Cushing married Emily Magill 

of Washington and she returned to Zuni with him. For the re­

mainder of their life in Zufii, the Cushings brought civilized ways 

with them, a colored man for cook, and depended for food upon 

the resources of the Indian gardens and such provisions as could be 

obtained from the commissary store at Fort Wingate, rather than 

upon Zuni cookery. 

Citizenship in Zuiii and high position in the tribal councils were 

no sinecure. In July, 1882, we find Agent Eastman of the Navaho 
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tribe, described by Bourke as a "psalm-singing hypocrite," claim­

ing one hundr ed dollars in payment for two Navaho ponies killed 

by Cushing. "Cushy," as he was popularly called by the Zufiis, was 

absent on the pilgrimage to the Atlantic seaboard. Upon his return 

he answered the irate Eastman, admitting that he had fired with a 

pistol into Navaho pony herds, the owners of which had been 

warned previously not to trespass again on Zufii lands. He denied 

payment of the claim and signed himself "1st War Chief of Zuiii, 

U. S. Asst. Ethnolgist." 

Defense of the lands of his adopted people against their her edi­

tary enemies, however, was fraught with less danger than attempts 

to stay the more powerful hand of his own blood brother, the 

white man. 

The boundaries of the Zufii reservation had been fixed, ac­

cording to a description furnished by Indian Agent Ben M. Thomas, 

by President Rutherford B. Hayes in an executive order of March 

16, 1877. The boundaries were described as a closed traverse, by 

distance and direction, from an initial point on the western 

boundary of New Mexico. The description was loosely drawn and 

unintentionally omitted the farming village, springs, and valley of 

Las Nutrias, lands and water essential to the Zufiis and which had 

been occupied by them since time immemorial. 

On the basis of this error, Major W. F. Tucker and Captain 
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Lawton, officers from nearby Fort Wingate, and a civilian each 

located a claim of 800 acres in Las Nutrias valley in r 8 8 2. The 

Zuiiis first learned of this threat to their title when men appeared 

at the Nutrias spring and commenced preparations for the es­

tablishment of a cattle ranch. 

The alarmed Zufiis held excited councils and appealed to 

Cushing. He could only present their case to the authorities. 

Apparently, he appealed also to Sylvester Baxter, co rrespondent of 

the Boston Ht1rald, who had visited Zufii during the previous 

summer and who had chronicled the visit of the head men to 

Boston. At any rate, the threatened loss of Zufii lands first re­

ceived publicity in the Boston Herald in early December, 188 2. In 

a letter from Santa Fe, the facts were briefly stated and it was 

alleged that General John A. Logan, United States Senator from 

Illinois and father-in-law of Tucker, was interested in the scheme. 

This was the beginning of an extensive newspaper controversy, 

sustained for the pueblo by Baxter in the Boston Herald and William 

Eleroy Curtis in the Chica90 inter Ocean. 

On April 1 2, I 8 8 3, Agent Thomas explained the mistake to his 

superiors and, in his executive order of May r, I 8 8 3, President 

Chester A. Arthur corrected the boundaries . 

With the news of the Arthur order, the pueblo was jubilant and 

Nai-iu-tchi, senior priest of the Bow, sent for Cushing and dictated 
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a letter of thanks to "Wasinton" which poetically concluded: 

"Father, through your will we are this day happy, when but for 

your will we had been heavy with thoughts . Thank you, our 

father. May the sun of all summers that number your years find you 

as happy as were your Zuiii children when they listened to the 

words ot you and your chiefs-words which sounded to their ears 

and to their hearts as beautiful as to the eyes look a vale of flowers." 

The correction of the boundary concluded the prob lem satis­

factorily for the Zufiis, but not for Cushing. Senator Logan was a 

pow erful and contentious man. He defended the right of his son­

in-law Tucker to take the land, made many absurd declarations, 

such as that the land had never been occupied by the Zuiiis , de­

nounced Cushing in the most violent language, and bitterly attacked 

his personal character and professiona l reputation. 

Cushing remained discreetly silent. Even a "1st War Chief of 

Zufii, U. S. Asst. Ethnologist" is in no position to cope with an 

angry United States Senator. 

Logan was commonly regarded as being associated with his 

son-in -law in the claims. Accused of such interest at the beginning 

of the controversy, he did not deny it until after the final order of 

the President correcting the boundary. However, even after the 

incident should have been closed, his politi cal enemies from time 

to time charged him with an attempted "land grab," and his bitter-
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ness toward Cushing finally reached its climax in a threat to Major 

Powell that he would smash the infant Bureau of Ethnology unless 

Cushing was recalled from Zuni. 

"Health failing me, after some five years of life among the Zunis, 

I was finally forced to abandon my modern field of inquiry, etc.," 

is Cushing's reference to the termination of his Zuni residence. 

The carefu lly worded report of the dir ector of the Bureau of 

Ethnology says, "Early in March it was found expedient to recall 

Mr. Cushing to Washington." 

Upon his return to Washington, Cushing suffered severe ill­

ness and was engaged in office work, when he was able to work at 

all, until the end of 1886. He was ser iously ill during 1885", and 

during the summer of 1 886 he, his wife, and sister- in-law tenanted 

for many months a guest house on the estates of the philanthropic 

Mrs. Mary Hemenway at Manchester-by-the-Sea, Massachusetts. 

While conva lescing in these delightful surrou ndings, Cushing 

occupied himself with the translation of Zuni folk tales. Mrs. 

Hemenway had sent Cushing's brother Enos to Zuni to bring 

three Zufiis to Manchester. These three, Palowahtiwa, Waihusima, 

and Heluta, related folk tales for the delectation of Mrs. Hemen­

way and her friends and the interpretation of these tales by Cush­

ing were recorded stcnograph ically and published after his death 

as "Zuni Folk Tales. " 
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It was during this summer that the Hemenway Southwestern 
Archeological Expedition was organized with Cushing as director. 
This expedition was the most elaborate which had yet been organ­
ized for work in the Southwest. Associated with Cushing were Dr. 
H. F. C. ten Kate, in charge of physical anthropology; Adolph 
F. Bandelier, in charge of historical work; and Dr. J. L. Wortman, 
a comparative anatomist detailed by the Army Medical Museum 
in Washington. Sylvester Baxter was home secretary and Freder­
ick W. Hodge, field secretary. 

The expedition outfitted in Albuquerq ue in December, 1886, 
and proceeded at once to Fort Wingate and by rail to Ash Fork, 
Arizona; thence overland to a point near Tempe, Arizona, where 
excavations were carried on in the valleys of the Salt and Gila 
Rivers. Field operations began in February, 1887. This was the 
first systematic effort ever made to excavate the ruins of the 
Southwest. 

Work had littl e more than commenced, however, before Cush­
ing was again ill and as early as the summer of 1887 Mrs. Hemen­
way was inquiring for someone to relieve him of responsibilities 
for at least a month or two. Dr. Washington Matthews was sent to 
the Arizona camp in the autumn of that year to look after Cushing' s 
health. In the summer of 1888, operations were transferred to 
Zufii and the ruins of Ha.Iona and Heshotauhla were excavated, 
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Cushing meanwhile visiting the East. He never returned to Zurn. 

During the summer of 1889, J. Walter Fewkes took charge of the 

work of the expediti on and it came to an en<l in July. 

The Hemenway Southwestern Archeological Expedition is 

com monly regarded as a failure. The results achieved apparently 

,, ere not considered commensurate with the considerable amounts 

of money expended. This conclus ion may not be just. Too much 

may ha, c been expected of this pioneer effort. The fact remains, 

however, that the Expedition, which might have gone on for 

years, to the great profit of our study of the Southwest, was 

brought to a close by its sponsors actually because of dissatisfac­

tion with its conduct and direction and its unjustifiable expense . 

Cushing was a str iking and magnetic personality, an able scien­

tist, and one of the fathers of eth nology in America. He was a 

visionary, a poet, and a genius with a sense of the dramatic and a 

flair for publi city, but he was no adm inistrator. As he said of him­

self, Mrs. Hem enway "honored me with greater confidence in my 

ability to carr} on such a work than I possessed of myself." 

Absolutely lacking in business ability, altogether unwilling to 

delegate authority for management of the affairs of the expedit ion, 

even during his frequent absences from the field of its operations, 

and handicapped by illness, it would have been surprising indeed 

if Cush ing had made of the expedit ion a notable success . 
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Cushing was disabled from illness until the summer of r 89 r, 

when he return ed again to the Bureau to prepare his memoir on 

the Zufii creation myth. The next few years were spent with the 

Bureau, working on his Zufii material, studying Indian games, pre­

paring and helping arrange the Bureau exhib it for the Chicago 

World's Fair and arranging exhibits in the National Museum, until 

May, 1895, when he was again seriously ill. In December, he was 

sent to Florida, ostensibly on an archeological tour, but chiefly to 

convalesce. 

Cushing had consulted Dr. Pepper of Philadelphia, under whose 

treatment he partly recovered. Pepp er recommended that Cushing 

should go to Florida for at least a few months or perhaps for a year. 

An expe dition to exp lore the everg lades and keys of the extreme 

southern part of Florida, the Pepper-Hearst expedition, was 

arranged, the expense being borne in part by Dr. Pepper, but 

chiefly by Mrs. Phoebe A. Hearst. As a result of this expedition, 

Cushing made discoveries of great interest and importance to 

American archeology . He spent several years in collecting from 

the shell mounds and peat-lined lagoons of the Florida coast, in 

visiting coastal deposits in Maine, and in studying and classifying 

his collections at Washington and at the University of Pennsyl­

vania. He was preparing the results of these studies for publication 

when his troubled life ended. He died April ro, 1900. 
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So much for the place of adventure; so much for the adventurer. 

Cushing's "My Adventures in Zuni," which is here republished, 

orig inally appeared in three installments in The Century Jllustrated 

Month1=J, Ma9azine, Volume XXV, new series Volume III, of I 8 8 2-

188 3, pages 191-207, 500-511; and Volume XXVI, new series 

Volume IV, of 1883, pages 28-4-7. 

The account of the journey of the Zufii headmen to Washington 

and Boston, "An Aboriginal Pilgrimage," is by Sylvester Baxter, 

later home secretary of the Hemenway expedition. It was origi­

nally published in The Century lllustrated Month1=J, Ma9azine, Volum e 

XXIV, new series Volume II, of 1882, pages 526-536. 




