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cated a Bambusa edulis, without name of suthor. Carrire,* of course,
was the suthor. The correct combination of name and suthority,
P. edulis (Carr.) H. de L., appears to have been used first by Gallo-
way,*in 1025.

For reasons not entirely clear, T. Nakai® in 1033 reverted to the

tiated state-
ment by Houseau de Lehaie!* mc.mhu'nnm (-Mu) for “Moso-
chiku” should be retained, and (2) the actual publication by Housesu
de Lehaie, in the same paragraph, of “Phyllostachys edulis nom.
nov.”
The facts cited in this sccount of Phyllosiachys mitis, so-called by
A. & C. Rivitre, and P. edulis seem to constitute s veritable
of errors.” The former name is clearly invalid, as has been shown, but
P. edulis (Carr.) H. de L. ia obviously a valid name and must stand.

BOTANY.—Notes on harmel, or “Syrian rue” Wruax A. Dat-
‘rox, U. 8. Forest Service.

Messrs. W. L. Black and K. W. Parker of the New Mexico College
of Agrculturs and Mochanic Arta have publshed s very informing
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poisonous properties of the seed and herbage; Clawson fears “that
African rue may cause losses in livestock, especially on ranges heavily
populated with the plant,” whose palatability, however, is admittedly
very low.

In view of the interest that this plant has aroused in New Mexico
and the possibility of a further extension of the range of this species
in the Southwest, it seems desirable that, if possible, a generally ac-
ceptable English name for it should be adopted. Harmel ia here
recommended. The writer feels that the name “African rue” for this
plant not only is unnecessary but is seriously objectionable, for the
following reasons:

1. This plant, though apparently with & somewhat rue-like odor,
does not have punctate leaves and s not a true rue (Rula); by the

indicates that the genus is anomalous because of ita relatively numer-
ous (12-15) stamens, few (2 to 4) carpels, and numerous (45 to 60,
fide Black and Parker, op. cit, p. 5) seeds.

2. There are true species of Rula indigenous to Africa. One or more
of these conceivably may some day get into cultivation in this coun-
try and would be much more entitled to the name “African rue.”

3. e resorded hisoryof agomu armls sema b be conerad
much more with Syria, Turkey, and Arabia than with Af

4. Peganum harmala already has other and better km'nn Endllh
‘names. For example, Van Wilk, in his encyclopaedic A dictionary of
plant names, lists the names harmel, harmal, harmala, hurmul, and
Syrian rue. Incidentally, the generic name Peganum is derived from
the Greek r#7avos, & torm used by Theophrastus both for the com-

, or garden rue (Rula graveolens) and for “wild rue.” Hormala
(Greek, &puaha), used by Toumefort 83 & generic name, was em-
lored by Dioworides, and i sl to b the Bt (o Arbe) cams
for “wild rue,"—very likely Peganum harmala.

“Peganum harmala s ropoted by Bedlont o be cultivated in French
botanical gardens. Nicholson® states that it is “occasionally .
with in English gardens.” As yot, the plant does not sppear
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‘ment was made from the seeds in Arabia”; that the plant is reputed
to possess anthelmintic propertics, and that it possibly contains &

‘narcotic, hasheesh-like or marihuana-like alkaloid. It seems desirable
to add that Peganum harmala is known to contain the alkaloids har-
malin (CyH;,0) and harmin (CHuN;0), which have been em-

are both intoxicating and soporific. Before the advent of aniline dyes,

Yeganum harmala was, st least in large part, the ultimate source of the
brilliant scarlet dye known as “Turkey red” (alizarin). Engler,
in Die naturlichen Plansenfamslien, speaks of the cells of the middle
Inyer of the seed coats as the seat of this dyestuff as well as of the
alkcaloid harmalin. He also mentions the sudorific and vermifugal
properties of the sced, and adds that the Turks use the plant as 8
mdimnl

‘Ther

em Mexi qummwwﬂ,oﬁginnﬂywllnbd by the ill-
fated Dr. Gnm In his original description of this species Dr. Gray”
quotes Gregg that it “is evidently well known to the Mexicans, who
. call it Garbansilla, Romero del Campo, or Limoncillo, and use &
dmlmn of it for gonorrhoea. It is said to be poisonous to cattle.”

PLANT PHYSIOLOGY.—Rubidium and Strontium Tozicily to
Plants Inhibited by Potassium and Calcium Respectively! ANviz
M. Hurp-Karren, Bureau of Plant Industry.

Last yoar the writer reported? that the toxicity of sodium arsenate
to wheat plants varies inversely with the concentration of available
phosphate. The possibility of such an effect had been postulated on
the basis of the fact that the positions of phosphorus and srsenic in
Group V of the periodic arrangement of the elements are analogous
o thom of gt und s i the djiog G V1. The

hypothesis proposed to explain the selenium-sulphur antagonism?
* Lywes, W. F. = Ezamination of the Dead Sea. Senste Exec. Doc. 34, 30th Con-
od o, 1043,
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