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THE COLCHICUM CROCUS AT KNOSSOS.
Tustrated.

9 In The Palace of Minas ai Knossos, Vol. IV,

p. 132, Fig. 100a, Sir Arthur Evana gives 2
drawing of a “Polychrome Middle Minoan Ila
cup of eggshell ware, the outside of which is
decorated by a pattern of wavy lines on the
usual black ground; the spaces between the
lines are filled by what the excavator has recog-
nized as some kind of flower springing from a
bulb; below the bulb is a ‘ bulbous protuberance,’
in fact a kind of spur. One of these flawers
with the bulb and the spur below is reproduced
here in Fig. 15, the flower being drawn per-
pendicular, and not as it is on the vase in a
harizontal pasition. This spur or protuberance
makes it clear to me that the exact flower intended
is some species of Colchicum, the ‘autumn
‘ cracus,’ and Fig. la is a drawing, from the
life, of a flowering Colchicum bulb, the stalk being
for convenience sake somewhat shortened, and
the flower shown as half closed, and not 8s it is in
sunshine and when quite mature, widely open
with the petals extended. It will be seen that
at this period of flowering the bulb has a spur
helow, from. the point of which the flower itself
springs, the lower part of the stem being ac-
commodated in a groove in the side of the bulb.
The drawing was mede from a large-flowered
Colchicum which has been established now for
many yeara in a garden in North Walez: the
authorities at the Kew Herbarium, judging from
the flower alone, take it as being C. &peciosum,
a native of Asia Minor and the Caucasus. The
resemblance between it and the flower on the
cup is striking, although of the exact species of
the Minoan flower it is impossible to be certain,
Sibthorp (Flore Graeca, IV, p. 43) figures C.
latifolium, and his drawing shows the spurred
bulb; Heldreich (Die Nulzpflanzen Griechenlands,
p. 6) mentions C. parnassicum, C. latifolium,
and C. lLigulatum, as found on various Greek
mountsins, but I can Ilearn nothing of what
Colchica are found in Crete.

The Minoan artist seems to have exsggerated
the size of the spur, and the trisngle he puts in
the middle of the flower corresponds to nothing
in Nature unless it be to represent the paler
eye of the flower. The narrowness of the petals,
as opposed to the wider petals of C. speciosum,
may be accurate; some species have very
narrow petals, which give the wide-open flower
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a very starlike effect. The two upright lines
made on the side of the bulb by the edges of the
groove in which the stem lies have been naoticed
by the artist, but he has drawn them horizontally.
It js likely that he was copying not a living
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flower but the flower from an older vase, and no
one can say at how many removes from actual
Nature he was working. But the resemhlance
in all the details is s0 close that there can be
no doubt that the flower intended is some sort
of colchicum. Sir Arthur Evans bas contented
hjmself by saying that jt ** seems best to recognize
‘“ here s conventionalized iris flower.”"
One more point may be suggested. If the bulb
is properly supported in water, the colchicum
will flower in a vase or basin without earth, and

bulbs for this purpose, are in fact on sale in
London. To judge from their art, the Minoans

(a) PROM
b) ON A PAINTED VASE FROM RKNOSSOS.
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had a great feeling for flowers, and on the use
of flowers for the decoration of Mincan palaces
Sir Arthur Evans has some remarks in The
Palace of Minos, Vol. III, p. 278. It seems
possible that they used flowering Colchicum
bulbs as an indoor ornament, and this would
further explain how the artist waa familiar with a
part of the plant generally hidden fairly deep
in the ground. A bucket-like vase of Middle
Minoan ITI date found in one of the houses at
Palaikastro is relevant herel The pattern on

L There iz & drawing of this vase in The Unpublished
Objects from the Palaikastro RKrcavations, 1902-1906
(The British School at Athens, Supplementary Paper,
No. 1, issued with B.S.4., XX1V, 1923), p. 20, plate XII.

THE SKIN OF RE-BIRTH. By Maurice Canney.

9 The use made of sking in Africa, as de.

scribed. by travellers and ethnologists, is
particularly interesting, because its significance
is unmistakable. Jt has been noted among the
Bantus that children, before they reached the age
for circumcision, had to go through a ceremony
the name of which means ‘to be born again’
The father killed a male sheep, and three days
later the child was invested with part of the skin
and with the skin of the big stomach, But before
this was done, it had to go and lie by the side of
its mother on her bed and ory like & new-born
infant. The akins were worn for three days, and
on the fourth day the father cohabited with its
mother.*

In the funeral ceremonies of elders the burial
was not complete without a skin. The skin of a
large male goat would suffice; but, if the family
could afford it, the skin of a bullock would be
provided in which to bury the carpse. The corpse
was laid out in the doubled-up or pre-natal
position, and the skin of the raw ox was arranged
with the hair.side upwards, When the grave
had been filled in, elders poured on it honey and
cooked fat. Habley, Le., p. 98 ff.

The women wore either skin aprons of slit
skin, or skin shawls, decorated or plain. The
men ware cat skins, behind and before, or other
skins? Since skins figure in re-birth ceremonies,
it may be conjectured that the wearing of skins
is not merely for clothing or ornamentation.
Skins have a life-giving and magical significance.

1 C. W. Hobley, Bantu Belicfs and Magic, 1822, p. T8¢,

3 Dugald Campbell, In the Heart of Bantuland, 1022,
p. 147,
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the vase is in white paint on a red ground.
On each side of the walls of the vase bhetween
the horizontal handles is a large bull's mask
with a double axe between the horns hanging
from above. Beneath the handles-there is on
each side a rosette of openings, and all round
them sprays of leaves and daisy-like flowers
are so disposed that they seem protruding from
the holes. When I published this vase
I suggested that it was some sort of flower
pot: a bunch of real flowers could he
placed in the vase and from these holes
in the side painted flowers would seem to he
thruating themselves out; perhaps by the side
of real ones.

Amang the Ila-speaking peoples of Northern
Rhodesia, it is recorded, & corpse was put first
on three dry skins and wrapped in a blanket.
After this it was covered with shells and beads
and by four mare blankets. A great slaughter of
beasta took place at the funeral. Five large oxen
were killed immediately, and were called ‘the
‘ wrapping-up cattle,” because their skins were
used to lay at the bhottom of the grave and to
wrap round the corpse, The corpse was arranged,
wrapped in a skin, in the pre-natal position.?

Among the Lango, it was noted that the corpse
was carried to the grave in the sleeping-hide of
the deceased, and the hide was buried with him.
Qver the grave a sheep was killed for the funeral
meal, The skin of this sheep was worn after-
wards for a time on the head of the nearest
relative.t

One is inclined to see in this significance
attached to skins the survival of an idea prevalent
in ancient Egypt. In the Legend of the Wander-
ings of Isis in the Delta, when Horus appealed
to her for help, she said to him : “ No evil thing
‘ of any kind whatsoever shall happen unto thee
‘* [for] there is in thee the essence [or seed] of
*“ him who hath made to exist the things which
‘“ are; thou art the son of him that is in Mesqet
“ [the name of the hull’s skin in which the
* deceased was placed to secure for him the new
“ life], who came forth from the celestial abyss

SE. W. Smith and A. M. Dale, The Ila-Speaking
Paoplas of Northern Rhodesia, 1920, vol. ii, pp. 104, 110,

4J. H. Driberg, The Lango: A Nilotic Tribe of
Uganda, 1923, p. 167,
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