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THE COLCHlCUM CROCUS AT KNOSSOS, 
111.v.!trawl 

90 In Tht-PoJ,a.u of MiM8 at Kff.08808, Vol. IV, 
p. 132, Fig. 10&, Sir Arthur Eva.tl!l gives a 

dra.wi.ng of a. ·Polychrome Middle :Minoa.n. Ila. 
cup of eggshell ware, the ou~e of which is 
d.eoora.ted by a. pattern pf wavy lines on the 
uau&l bla.ck ground; the spaces between the 
lines a.re .filled by whe.t the exca.vator baa reoog• 
nized u some kind of flower springing from a. 
bulb; below the bulb is a.• bulbous protuberance,' 
in fa.ct a. kind of spur. One of these flowers 
with. the bulb and the spur below is reproduced 
here in Fig. lb; the. .flower being dra.wn per· 
pendicula.r, a.nd not as it is on the vase in a. 
horizontal position. Thls spur or protubera.noe 
me.kes it clear to me that the exact flower intended 
is .some speclt?ll of Ooldi.k..1Lm, the ' autumn 
' crocus,' &r1.d Fig. la. is a. dra.wing, from the 
life, of a. fl.owe.ring Colcki.Gt.1:m. bulb, the sta.lk being 
for convenience sake somewha.t shortened, e.nd 
the flower ,ahown a.s h&l.f closed. a.nd not e.s it ie in 
sunshine a.nd when quite ma.ture, widely open 
with the petals extended. It will be seen tha.t 
a.t thia period o( flowering the bulb has a spur 
below, frorn the point of which the ffower itself 
springs, the lower pa.rt of the &tem being a.o­
commoda.tied in a. groove in the side of the bulb. 
The drawing wa.a made from a. le.rge-flowered 
Col.cAicum which haa been esta.blished now for 
ma.ny yea.rs in a. gs.rd.en in North Wales: the 
a.ut.b.oritles at the Kew Herbarium, judging from 
the flower alone, ta.ke it as being C. apec.ws11.m, 
a native of Asia. Minor and the Cauca.stlll. The 
resemblance between it a.nd the flower on the 
cup is striking, e.lthough of the eJ:act species of 
the Minoan flower it is imposaible to be certain. 
Sibthorp (Flom Gr~. IV, p. 43) figures 0. 
l.al.ifolivm., a.nd his drawing ehows the spurred 
bulb; Helclreieh (Du Nukpfla,11M.11, Gr~, 
p. 6) mentiom 0. ~m, C. latifolitun.. 
a.nd C. Ugv.lattl.m, s.s found on various Greek 
mounta.ina, but I can learn nothing of wha.t 
Colehics. a.re found in Cr&. 

The Minoa.n artist seem.a to have. exaggerated 
the sfae of the spur, a.nd. the triangle he puts in 
the middle of the 6.ower corresponds to nothing 
in Na.ture unless it be to represent the paler 
eye of the flower. The nanowneas of the petal.a, 
a.a opposed to the wider petaJ.s of C. ~i.o8um. 
may be aceurat.e i some species have very 
narrow petals, which give the wide-open flower 
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a. very stulike effect. The two upright lines 
made on the side of the bulb by the, edges of the 
groove in whioh the stem ·ues ha.ve been noti®d 
by the a.rt:ist, but he has drawn them horizont.ally. 
It is likely tha.t. he wu copying not a living 
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Flo. l. COLCRIOUll l!l'lll..B .u!D FI.OWBR: (a) P'Jl.011( 

Lill'B, (b} ON A .l'Allf'l'l!D VA.m l'JIOJ!; UOS!IOS. 

flower but the flower ft'QUl a.n older vase, md no 
one oan sa.y at how many removes from actual 
Na.ture he was working. But the resembl&nce 
in all the details is so clOB6 tha.t there ea.n be 
no doubt tha.t the flower inc.ended is some sort 
of ~tun. Sir Arthur Ev&ru1 baa eontsnted 
.b.lmself by saying th.at it '' seems best to recognize 
"here a. conventionalized iris flower." 

One more point may be suggested. If the bulb 
is properly supported in water, the oolehfoum 
will flower in a. vase or basin without earth, and 
bulbs for thi!!! purpose. are i.n fa.et on aale in 
London. To judge from. their a.rt, the Minoa.ns 
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hail a great feeling for ftowers, and on the use 
of flowers for the deoora.tion of Minoa.n palaces 
Sir .Arthur Ev&rui baa some rema.rks in Ths 
Palar,e, of .Jli11.0a, Vol. III, p. 278. It seems 
posaible tha.t they used flowerlns Ool.cAicum 
bulbs as a.n indoor orna.ment, a.nd this would 
further explain how the a.rtist waa f'&milia.r with a. 
part of the pla.nt generally hidden f&irly deep 
in the ground. A buok.et-like vaee of' Middle 
Minoan m date found in one of the housee at 
Pal&ikaatro iJ3 relevant here,1 The pattern on 

1 The.t6 i1 a. dra.wing of this va.sa in TAd UnpvbliJW, 
Objtctll from tM P(J].a.imatro Eu~wtimu, 1002-.J906 
(Pkt Brititlt. Seh,o.ol, at .,(tlwt,t, SUJJP~II P<J1JI«, 
No. 1, isau.ed with B.8.A., XXIV, 1923), p. 20, pla.t.i!i XII. 

THE SKIN. OF RS.BIRTH. By Ma.tLf"'ia OrmfU'/j. 

91 The use me.de of' skins in Africa., as de. 
scribed by travellers a.nd ethnologists, is 

particularly interesting, bees.use itl! significance 
is unmista.lui.hle. Jt hu been noted among the 
Bantus that children, before they reached the age 
for circumcision, hail. to go th'rough a. ceremony 
the name of which me&DB ' to be born .a.gain.' 
The father killed a. ma.le sheep, a.nd three days 
la.ter the child was invested with p&rt of the akin 
and with the skin o( the big stomach. But before 
this was done, it had to go a.nd lie by the side of 
its mother 011. her bed a.nd ory like a. new-born 
infant, The skin.s were worn for three da.J71!, a.nd 
on the fourth day the father cohabited with its 
mother)· 

In the funeral ceremonies of elders the burial 
wa.t1 not oomplet.e without a. skin. The skin of a. 
large male goat u•ould euffi.ce; but, if the family 
could a.fford it, the skin of & bullock would be 
provided in which to bury the corpse. The corpse 
wa.s la.id out in the doubled-up or pre-nata.l 
position, a.nd the skin of the raw ox was a.rra.nged 
with the hair.aide upwards. When the grave 
h&d been filled in, elders poured on it honey a.nd 
cooked fat. Robley, l.e., p. 98 ff. 

the vase is in white paint on a red ground. 
On ea.ch side of the walls of the v~ between 
the horizontal handles is a. luge bull's mask 
with a. double axe between the horns hanging 
from a.hove. Benea.tb the handles · there is on 
ea.eh side a rosette of opening11, a.n.d all round 
them sprays of le.a.ves and da.isy-like flowers 
a.re so disposed tha.t they seem protruding from 
the holes. When I published this V,8,lle 
I suggested tha.t it wa.s some sort o{ flower 
pot : a bunch of real flowers could be 
placed in the vase and from these holes 
in the side painted Bowers would seem to be 
thrusting themselves out; perh&ps by the side 
of real ones. 

Among the Ila-speaking peoples of Northern 
Rhodesia., it is recorded, & corpse was put firat 
on three dry skins and wra.pped in a. blanket. 
Mter this it was covered with shells and beads 
and by four more blanket!!. A great sla.ughter of 
beaists took place a.t the funeral. Five 1.a.rge oxen 
were killed immediately, a.nd were ca.lied ' the 
' wrapping-up cattle,' beoau.se their .skins were 
used to l&y a.t the bottoin of the grave a.nd to 
wrap round the corpse. The corpse was a.rra.nged, 
wrapped in a. skin, in the pre.natal position. 3 

Among the L&ngo, it wae noted that the corpse 
was carried to the gra.ve in the sleeping-hide of 
the decea.sed, and the hide wa.e buried with him. 
Over the gra.ve a sheep was killed £or the funera.l 
meal. The skin of tlm t!heep waa worn e.fter­
wa.rds for a. time on the bea.d of the nearest 
rel&tive.' 

One is inclined to see in this significance 
attaohed to skins the survival of a.n idea.'prevalent 
in ancient Egypt. In the Legend of the Wander­
ings 0£ Isia in the Delta, when Horu11 appealed 
to ·her for help, she sa.id oo him : " No evil thing 
" of a.ny kind wba.t.soewr shall happen unto thee 
" [for] there is in thee the essence {or seed] of 
" him who ha.th ni.a.de to exist the things which 
" a.re; thou art the son of' him tha.~ is in Meeqet 
" [the name 'Of the bull's akin in which the 
" deceased was placed to secure for him the new 
" life], who ca.me forth from the celeatia.l a.hyl!S 

The women wore either skin a.prone of slit 
skin, or skin sha.wla, dec:orated or plain. 'l'he 
men wore ca.t skins, behind and before, or other 
skin.s.1 Since skins figure in re-birth ceremoniea, 
it ma.y be oonjectu.red that the wearing of skins 
it! not merely {or clothing or ornamentation. 
Skb1a ha.ve a. life-giving and magical .eignificanoe. 

4 E. W, Smith a.nd A. M. Dale, !'It• 11.a-Bpraking 
1 0. W. Robley, &,,.tu Bdu,/11 ~ml Magic. 1922, p. 78C. Ptopl.u of N01-Uwr11. RM<IMia, 1920, vol. ii, pp. 10,, 110. 
• Dusald Ca.mpbell, 1tl t1w. Hdl.P't of &int~ 1922, 'J. H. Drihell'(, 'l'Ae La.nga: A Niloti.c ·p,.a,, of 

p. U7. Uga:nd.a, 1923, p. 167. 
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