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THE ABORIGINAL USES OF CAAPI. 

It was explained that the film used to illustrate the lecture was loaned by the Amazon 
Film Company and entitled "The Land of No Regrets." It is intended to portray life among the 
aborigines of Southeastern Colombia and the photographs were taken by Mr. Gordon MacCreagh 
of New York, photographer of the Company. The lecturer spoke in part as follows: 

"One of the important factors in the life of these savages is the ceremony of caapi drinking, 
which is embraced in this presentation, and for which the latter is made. The use of caapi is based 
upon the native belief that all tribal misfortunes or impending dangers are the work of a personal 
devil and that these dangers can be escaped and the injuries remedied only through the exorcising 
of this spirit. This exorcising, they believe, must be effected through the exhibition of great vir
tue, which virtue, with them, takes the form of courageously facing danger and patiently enduring 
suffering. This action must be a voluntary one and is usually in the form of an ordeal by torture. 
In order to impart the necessary courage and fortitude, the caapi is drunk. 

"A paper read before the Scientific Section gives a brief account of the symptoms and re
sults produced by the administration of this drug. 

"Ordinarily, the first step in preparing to meet one of the disasters referred to above is that 
of submitting the matter to the medicine-man, who advises whether a council meeting should or 
should not be called. If the former decision is reached, the inhabitants of the surrounding vil
lages are summoned by the use of a huge signal drum, made by hollowing out an immense tree
trunk, and the tones of which can be heard for several miles. The council meeting is preceded and 
accompanied by formal dances and other ceremonies, in which both men and women participate. 
If the council so decides, the ceremony of caapi drinking is resorted to. For this occasion, the men 
of the tribe gather and seat themselves in two rows, the individuals facing one another, but no 
woman is allowed to participate or even to witness the ceremony. Formerly, the penalty for vio
lating this law was death-but I do not know whether this extreme severity still persists. 

"The caapi may be prepared by only one individual in the tribe, and only certain specified 
officials are permitted to offer it to the drinkers. Under the influence of the beverage, a war-like 
spirit is developed in the men, who recount their various exploits in battle, or when subject to 
other dangers. As their courage increases, one after another will volunteer to undergo the ordeal. 
Wlien a sufficient number have thus volunteered, they retire to some remote portion of the forest, 
where the torture is inflicted. This ceremony takes place by night, but was performed in the 
daytime for Mr. MacCreagh in order that he might secure his pictures. The dance that accom
panies it is known as the 'dance of the owls and frogs,' probably because the cries of these animals 
are heard during its performance. The men, stripped for the occasion, are supplied with musical 
instruments in the form of huge gourds which arc used as wind instruments. The tune is a mo
notonous one, but is very accurate as to time, pitch and quality of notes. After the dance has 
continued for some time, one of the participants will hand to a companion a cruel whip made of 
the tough splints from a palm leaf, which imparts an intensely painful stroke. He then turns 
his back while his companion lashes him. It is required that he continue to play his instrument 
without the loss of a note or any variation in time or tone, and without flinching or manifesting 
any other sign of suffering. Should he fail to do so, it is a sign that, so far as he is concerned, the 
evil spirit wins and the efforts to exorcise it will fail. Having successfully endured the scourging 
he then takes the whip from his companion, who must in turn receive a blow inflicted by himself. 
This ceremony continues for a considerable time, until every man has been repeatedly scourged, 
and until his entire body is coveretl. with welts or bloody marks. As the operation is continued, 
and the men's sufferings increase in severity, there is a steadily increasing tendency for each to 
return the other's blow with interest, so that the suffering inflicted before the close of the ceremony 
often becomes extremely severe. If all goes well, the men then return to the council and report_ 
a successful result." 

A vote of thanks was extended to Doctor Rusby. 

SYMPOSIUM ON U.S. P. AND N. F. REVISION. 

Chairman Viehoever announced as the next part of the program a symposium on U.S. P. 
and N. F. Revision, and Chairman Robert J. Ruth of the Section on Practical Pharmacy and 
Dispensing assumed the gavel. 

Chairman E. Fullerton Cook, of the U. S. P. Revision Committee, presented his report 
in abstract, and was followed by Chairman W. L. Scoville, of the Committee on Revision of the 
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